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Pentagon recommends Medal of Honor for a living soldier

Washington Post Staff Writer
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The Pentagon has recommended
that the White House consider
awarding the Medal of Honor to a
living soldier for the first time
since the Vietnam War, according
to U.S. officials.

The soldier, whose nomination
must be reviewed by the White
House, ran through a wall of enemy
fire in Afghanistan's Korengal
Valley in fall 2007 in an attempt to = . -

push back Taliban fighters who Medal of Honor recipients

were close to overrunning his Alook at the past sixrecipients of the Medal of Honor, the
squad. U.S. military officials said nation's highest award for valor, from Iraq and Afghanistan.
his actions saved the lives of about |aEEREEERE A

half a dozen men.

It is possible that the White House could honor the

soldier's heroism with a decoration other than the
Medal of Honor, the nation's highest award for valor.
Nominations for the Medal of Honor typically include
detailed accounts from witnesses and can run hundreds,
if not thousands, of pages. The review has been
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conducted so discreetly that the soldier's family does Highest honor

not know that it has reached the White House, No living recipient has been
according to U.S. officials who discussed the awarded the Medal of Honor,
nomination on the condition of anonymity because a the nation's highest military
final decision is pending. decoration, since the

Vietnam War.
Pentagon officials requested that The Washington Post

: s 1 : : Total medals Number
not name the soldle.r t.o avqld 1nﬂuep01ng thg White ST ded i vine poakitmmous
House review. Administration officials declined to i i i

. . rad
comment on the nomination.
Afghanistan 2 2
(Photos of the past six Medal of Honor recipients) Gulf war No medals awarded
Somalia 2 2
The nomination comes after several years of Vietnam 246 154
y
complaints from lawmakers, military officers and Korean War 133 95

Defense Secretary Robert M. Gates that the Pentagon | waridwarll 464 266
had become so cautious that only troops whose bravery | woridwar1 124 a3
resulted in death were being considered for the Medal | _
of Honor. Gates "finds it impossible to believe that g
there is no one who has performed a valorous act

deserving of the Medal of Honor who has lived to tell

Arrry Center of Military History

. . TOOLBOX
about it," said Pentagon spokesman Geoff Morrell, who Resize &k Print Email
declined to comment on specific nominations. [[T1resize M Ema
7% Reprints

George W. Bush similarly lamented during the latter
days of his second term as president that he had never
had an opportunity to present the award to a living
recipient.
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The presentation of a Medal of Honor to a living soldier would be an important moment
for President Obama, whose relationship with the military has been complicated in recent
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months by controversy over the administration's Afghan war deliberations in the fall and
the recent firing of Gen. Stanley A. McChrystal for remarks that belittled senior Obama
administration officials.

The honor would also mark an important moment for a military that is exhausted after nine
years of repeated deployments and increasingly worried that the rest of the country has
tuned out the wars and their service. "There has been a certain emotion that is almost like
martyrdom within the military," said Richard Kohn, a military historian at the University of
North Carolina. "It's a feeling that they are sacrificing a great deal while the rest of the
country is going about its business."

Obama presented a posthumous Medal of Honor in September to the family of Sgt. 1st
Class Jared Monti for his heroism in exposing himself to enemy fire to retrieve a
wounded comrade. But honoring a living soldier with the nation's highest award for valor
would give the president an opportunity to ease some of the military's feelings of
estrangement from the rest of U.S. society.

Such a ceremony also would allow the president to honor military heroism and virtue,
sentiments that Republicans say Obama does not celebrate frequently enough.

The award has the potential to produce something increasingly rare in today's wars: a
recognizable hero in uniform. "The Afghan and Iraq wars really haven't produced heroes
with a face," said Peter Feaver, a professor at Duke University who served in the Bush
White House. In World War II, Medal of Honor winners such as Audie Murphy and John
Basilone came to represent the ideals of the U.S. fighting force.
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