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abode, n.1

Forms:  ME abad, ME abaid, ME aboode, ME habade, ME obade, ME–15 abade,
ME–15 ... (Show More)

Etymology:  Apparently an alteration of BODE n.  by association with ABIDE v.

†1. The action of waiting or delaying; a delay. Esp. in
without abode: without delay, immediately. Obs.

c1225  (1200)    St. Juliana (Bodl.) l. 697   Astalewurðe men doð hire biliue to
deað, buten abade.

c1330  (1300)    Guy of Warwick (Auch.) 1378   Ded he fel wiþ-outen abod [Caius
bode].

c1405  (1385)    CHAUCER Knight's Tale (Hengwrt) (2003) l. 107   And right anoon
with outen moore abood His baner he desplayeth.

a1425  (1385)    CHAUCER Troilus & Criseyde (1987) III. 854   Tomorwe? allas, that
were a fair Nay, swiche abodes ben nought worth an hawe.

?a1439    LYDGATE tr. Fall of Princes (Bodl. 263) I. 5600   What-euer he saide, as
longeth to Echcho, Withoute abod she seide the same also.

1489  (1380)    J. BARBOUR Bruce  (Adv.) I. 142   He buskyt hym but mar abad.

a1500    Lancelot of Laik  (1870) 3259   Kyng clamedyus makith non abaid.

1587    A. FLEMING et al. Holinshed's Chron. (new ed.) III. 918/1   Without anie
abode he entered the barge.

1600    SHAKESPEARE Merchant of Venice II. vi. 21   Sweet freends, your patience for
my long abode not I but my affaires haue made you waite.

c1625    J. SMITH Hist. Bermudaes (1882) 14   After ten monethes abode and
expectance of them the commandours toke a resolution.

1665    R. LOVELL Παμβοτανολογια (ed. 2) 56   The body being first purged, and
excrements evacuated in which the aboad is to be about an hour.

1700    DRYDEN Chaucer's Knight's Tale in Fables 569   And right anon withouten
more abode His baner he displayed, and forth rode To Thebes warde, and
all his hoost beside.

 2.

 a. A temporary stay in a place, a sojourn; sojourning.
Now somewhat literary.

In quot. a1400   with reference to a person's life on earth.

a1400  (1325)    Cursor Mundi (Trin. Cambr.) l. 3083   Þis abraham was of longe
abode [Vesp. mikel bade, Gött. mekil bode] And also of ful clene liflode.
Oure lord made him patriarke.

c1425    LYDGATE Troyyes Bk. (Augustus A.iv) V. 2028   But she had so souereyn
excellence, Þat myn abood to me was noon offence.

c1450  (1380)    CHAUCER House of Fame 1963   Of reste, of labour, of viages, Of
abood, of deeth, of lyf.

Pronunciation:  Brit. /əˈbəʊd/ , U.S. /əˈboʊd/
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1532  (1475)    J. FORTESCUE Governance of Eng. (Digby 145) in J. Fortescue-Aland
Difference between Absolute & Limited Monarchy (1714) vii. 49   Their
long or schorte Abode [a1475 Laud Misc. demure].

1541    T. ELYOT Image of Gouernance xxxv. f. 34 ,   Sextilius priuilie withdrue

hym selfe out of the citie: & not makynge longe abode at his owne
house wente vnto Athenes.

1589    R. HAKLUYT tr. in Princ. Navigations I.  169   In any of their abodes or
passages by sea or land.

1607    S. HIERON Wks. I. 452   Wee are wont to describe a short abood by lodging
in an inne.

1651    T. HOBBES Leviathan III. xli. 263   There are two parts of our Saviour's Office
during his aboad upon the Earth.

1675    W. DUGDALE Baronage Eng. I. 445/1   The Wife of Fulke by reason of her
husbands aboad in the Wars of France, was permitted to have Livery of
the Mannor of Whitington.

1749    H. FIELDING Tom Jones II. VI. ix. 289   He waxeth Wrath at your Abode here.

1770    T. PERCY tr. P. H. Mallet Northern Antiq. I. xi. 294   Swain II. King of
Denmark had entertained him during the long abode he made in that
kingdom.

1818    Times 1 July 3/2   Mr. Anderdon, during his short abode in Penryn, has
gained the esteem and won the affections even of his opponents.

1851    N. HAWTHORNE House of Seven Gables xiii. 214   His long abode in foreign
parts and familiarity with many of the castles and ancestral halls of
England.

1911    Amer. Jrnl. Nursing  11 1014   One was born in Naples and the other at
Florence, where the family resided during a long abode on the Continent.

1992    N.Y. Times (Nexis) 11 Jan. I. 18/4   To celebrate the rebirth of the winter
sun-god from his long abode in the kingdom of the dead.

†b. Puttenham's name for: the rhetorical practice of
dwelling on a point, or of emphasizing an important
point by repeating it several times in different words.
Obs.

1589    G. PUTTENHAM Arte Eng. Poesie III. xix. 194   The perswader should dwell
vpon that point longer then vpon any other & as it were to make his chief
aboad thereupon, for which cause I name him the figure of aboad,
according to the Latine name.

 3. The action of dwelling or living permanently in a
place; habitual residence. Freq. in place of abode. Also
fig. Cf. ABIDING n. 3b.

†to make abode : to reside, live in a place (obs.).

c1450    J. CAPGRAVE Life St. Katherine (Arun. 396) (1893) V. l. 21   After that thei
[sc.  leaves] make than her a-bood Euene vndir tho same swete reed
floures.

1502    Lett. Richard III & Henry VII (Rolls) II. 111   Notwithstonding your grace
had commaundid us to retorne, yet we wold be content to make here
abode.

1562    A. BROOKE tr. M. Bandello Tragicall Hist. Romeus & Iuliet f. 63 ,   The glad

old man to the stately palace hyeth, where Paris made abode.

1576    W. LAMBARDE Perambulation of Kent 178   During his aboade in Kent, he
had so incroched vpon the landes.

1600    R. SURFLET tr. C. Estienne & J. Liebault Maison Rustique II. lxi. 403   Let
their place of abode be neere some small brooke.
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1611    Bible (A.V.) John xiv. 23   We will come unto him, and make our abode with
him.

1697    DRYDEN tr. Virgil Georgics I, in tr. Virgil Wks. 57   In hollow Caverns
Vermine make abode.

1716    POPE tr. Homer Iliad II. V. 101   The brave Dolopian's mighty Line, Who
near ador'd Scamander made Abode.

1795    R. BURNS Let. (1985) II. 370   Two new Subscribers to your Museum,
please forward the volumes by the very first carrier to their respective
places of abode.

a1857    R. A. VAUGHAN Hours with Mystics (1860) I. 206   To dwell on the union
of Christians with Christ; on His abode in us, and our abiding in Him.

1898    Argosy  Sept. 235   Her family had left the little farmhouse to take up their
abode in the mansion in Richmond.

1907    J. CONRAD Secret Agent iv. 107   He dreaded the blame of the Central Red
Committee, a body which had no permanent place of abode.

1995    Financial Post (Canada) 4 Nov. 45/1   Belonger is the term used by the
Hong Kong government to describe those with right of abode, or the right
to live in Hong Kong.

 4. A place of ordinary residence; a dwelling place; a
house or home. Cf. ABIDING n. 3a. Now somewhat
literary.

1549    R. CROWLEY Psalter of Dauid  ciiii. sig. Ff.i ,   And that the foules of the ayer,

that on the trees do synge: Myght lyue nygh them haueynge fast by, theyr
abode and dwellynge.

1560    A. LOK Confessions of Penitent Sinner in tr. J. Calvin Sermons vpon Songe
sig. Aa8,   That Sion and Hierusalem may be A safe abode for them that
honor thee.

c1580    BACON State Europe in Wks. (1879) I. 367/1   The elector palatine Ludovic,
a Lutheran; his chief abode is at Heidelberg.

1614    W. RALEIGH Hist. World I.  II. xxiv. §3. 585   Her abrode was about the Riuer
Liris.

1614    T. WILSON Comm. Epist. S. Paul to Romanes vii. §18. 462   Tim. Shew vs
now what is meant by dwelling? Silas. A firme or fixed seate or abode.

1633    G. HERBERT Temple: Sacred Poems 167   In deaths shadie black abode Well
may I walk.

1667    MILTON Paradise Lost III. 734   That spot to which I point is Paradise,
Adams abode.

1738    J. WESLEY Psalms cxlvii. 2   Shine to his Praise, ye chrystal Skies, The Floor
of his Abode.

1767    J. FORDYCE Serm. Young Women II. xii. 207   Visits to the abodes of
misfortune and pain.

1849    T. B. MACAULAY Hist. Eng. I. 320   He troubled himself little about
decorating his abode.

1898    Argosy  Oct. 563   He remained a voluntary prisoner in his own abode.

1922    J. JOYCE Ulysses II. 289   Their abodes were equipped with every modern
home comfort.

1989    T. PARKER Place called Bird xiv. 170   Well welcome to my humble abode: or
humble palace more like you may be thinking, when you see the extent of
this huge mansion I have.

2002    Mod. Maturity Feb. 56/1   You've finally got the house just the way you
like it, and no mud-tracking droolhound is going to be shedding all over
your spotless abode.
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 1. no fixed abode: no place of permanent residence
(freq. in legal contexts).

1582    Bible (Rheims) 1 Cor. iv. 11   We both hunger and thirst and are naked and
are buffeted and have no fixed abode.

1698    B. CONNOR Hist. Poland II. II. ii. 10   The late King almost always had an
ambulatory Court, having no certain or fix'd Residence or abode.

1737    tr. B. Picart Ceremonies & Relig. Customs Var. Nations  VI. 153   They go
from Place to Place, having no fixed Abode, as the antient Germans did.

1758    R. EASTBURN Faithful Narr. 35   He offered me and my Son, 30 Livers per
Month, to strike and blow the Bellows, which I did for about two Months,
and then was discharged, and traveled about from Place to Place, having no
fixed Abode.

1883    Times 9 Jan. 4/6   At the Guildhall, yesterday, Charles M'Manes, who said he
was a labourer but had no fixed abode, was charged on remand.

1922    J. JOYCE Ulysses II. 432   Henry Flower. No fixed abode. Unlawfully watching
and besetting.

1962    Oxf. Mail 20 Jan. 3/7   Two labourers of no fixed abode, who pleaded ‘Guilty’
to robbing——with violence at Stone.

1991    Young People Now 22 Feb. 36/2   He was refused bail because he had no
fixed abode.

 P2.

  Abode of Love n. now hist. the headquarters in
Somerset, England, of the sect of the Agapemonites; =
AGAPEMONE n.; also in extended use.

1849    Times 25 June 7/4   He said, I know the place called the ‘Agapemone’. Sir F.
Thesiger.—The ‘Abode of Love’, is it not?

1851    Illustr. London News 29 Mar. 253/3   The Agapemone, or the Abode of Love,
is the residence of a religious body, which calls itself the Family of Love.

1860    DICKENS Uncommerc. Traveller in All Year Round 29 Sept. 590/2   The
happy nature of my retirement is most sweetly expressed in its being the
abode of Love. It is, as it were, an inexpensive Agapemone.

1910    Encycl. Brit. I. 366/1   Pigott retired to the headquarters of the sect, the
‘Abode of Love’ in Somerset.

1931    G. B. SHAW Let. 24 Nov. in To a Young Actress (1960) 156   If the customer
wants to decorate a bedroom in an Abode of Love he (or she) may require
something quite different from the keeper of a boarding house in Tunbridge
Wells.

1993    Manch. Guardian Weekly (Nexis) 2 May 28   At his aptly-named Abode of
Love community, Prince promised redemption of the body through sexual
love.

abode, n.1
Third edition, September 2009; online version December 2011.
<http://www.oed.com/view/Entry/439>; accessed 23 January 2012. An entry for this
word was first included in New English Dictionary, 1884.
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