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PARCHMAN, Miss. — Benny Joe Stevens, 52, became the first death row inmate in
Mississippi to be executed with a new lethal injection cocktail Tuesday evening.

Stevens, who was convicted in 1999 of killing four
people, was pronounced dead at 6:22 p.m. (local time) at
the State Penitentiary at Parchman.

"What | did was terrible," he said just before a mix of
pentobarbital, Pavulon and potassium chloride was
pumped into his veins. "Ain't no forgiveness."

Stevens fatally shot his ex-wife, Glenda Reid; her
husband, Wesley Reid; her 11-year-old son, Dylan Lee;
and Lee's 10-year-old friend Heath Pounds at the Reid's
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Activists gather Tuesday in front of the Mssissippi

State Penitentiary in Parchman, Mss., to protest
the execution of convicted killer Benny Joe

Stevens.
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trailer in rural Marion County in October 1998 in a
dispute over child support payments.

He also shot his then-16-year-old daughter, Erica
Stevens, who survived the attack. Now 28, she witnessed
her father's execution Tuesday along with several
relatives. She wept during the execution but did not
speak to the media after.
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"While this does not bring closure to our pain, it is a step
in the healing process," said Mike Lee, brother of Glenda

injection cocktail.

i @'%’foj)iﬂr‘eviously used sodium thiopental — one of
the most common execution drugs in the U.S. — but a
nationwide shortage has forced some states to consider
other options.

Mississippi Department of Corrections Commissioner Chris Epps said officials recognized
the shortage and looked to Oklahoma and Texas, which have recently used the new
cocktail.

"Oklahoma has done two executions (with it), and they didn't have any problems," he
said.

The drug switch was the point of at least one appeal on Stevens' behalf, but the
Mississippi Supreme Court on Thursday refused to consider an appeal of a lower judge's
ruling that the move did not violate state law.

Mississippi has scheduled two more executions this month with the new drug: Rodney
Gray's on May 17 and Robert Simon Jr.'s on May 24.

Gray, 38, was sentenced to death for the 1994 rape and murder of a 79-year-old Loulin
woman.

Simon, 47, was condemned for killing a Quitman County family shortly after they arrived
home from church services in 1990.

The new drug costs $400 more per execution, bringing the total to about $11,400 each,
Epps said.

Crisp also reports for The Clarion-Ledger in Jackson, Miss.
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