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"The scientific community just isn't touching John Q. Public," said Donald U. Wise, an
emeritus professor of geology at the University of Massachusetts. "We just have to find a MOST POPULAR

way of breaking through. The only way we will do that is with humor." EvALED | BLocamD | searcren | viEnen

Dr. Wise's first foray is a parody song about intelligent design called "Marching Song of the 1. David Brooks: The Haimish Line

Incompetents," which had its premiere in October when hundreds of geologists sang it 2. Paul Krugman: Republicans Against Science
enthusiastically at the otherwise conventional meeting of the Geological Society of 3. Vital Signs: Prevention: Evidence of Heart Benefits
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Another scientist at the University of Massachusetts, Diane Kelly, an adjunct professor of
biology, is a founder of Zygote Games, a new company whose first product, "Bone Wars:
The Game of Ruthless Paleontology," involves players who compete to reconstruct
dinosaurs, learning as they go about how scientific theories are developed.
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Because school officials in Kansas have redefined "science" so as to include intelligent
design in the state's curriculum, the company offers the game at a 20 percent discount to

residents of the state (zygotegames.com).
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After the Kansas decision, Bobby Henderson, who variously describes himself as a
concerned citizen, amateur pirate and a person of negligible education, created the on-line

Church of the Flying Spaghetti Monster, which holds that "an invisible and undetectable :
Flying Spaghetti Monster created the universe." This dogma is no less worthy of inclusion -
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in science classes than intelligent design, the F.S.M. movement asserts on Mr. Henderson's
Web site, venganza.org.

Even Doonesbury has gotten into the act. In a recent strip, a doctor and patient confer - N ' _"

over how to treat the patient's newly diagnosed tuberculosis. If the patient is a creationist, gl ;j’r g I ", | | | -
the doctor says, he might want drugs used decades ago against the disease. If he believes At 90. fashion’s latest pop star
in evolution, though, he might want newer drugs, "intelligently designed," the doctor Asoon N;ﬁmes.com

notes, to match the TB microbe's evolving resistance to the earlier drug. - A roadie with a whisk
+ Famingos, up close and personal

Dr. Wise's avowed goal is to use the techniques of Karl Rove and other conservative
image-meisters to replace the phrase "intelligent design" in the public mind with one he
thinks is more apt, "incompetent design."

nylimes.com

His song describes some of the ills to which the human body is prey, all of which result

from the way evolution produced Homo sapiens from our hairier hominid ancestors. It ADVERTISEVENTS
notes for example that the spine, well-adapted to four-footed locomotion or even knuckle-
dragging, has doomed primates to ruptured disks and lower back pain ever since they
began walking on two feet. And people suffering from crooked teeth or sinus trouble can
thank the way the large human brain evolved and expanded to crowd the mammalian
skull.

The song, to the tune of "Battle Hymn of the Republic," goes like this: roc

My bones proclaim a story of incompetent design r:‘ﬂultinjedia highli%ﬁts delivered to your in-box. :
: . : . CheNewJork Times  [SIENUPTODAYY

My back still hurts, my sinus clogs, my teeth just won't align b NYTIMES.COM

If I had drawn the blueprint I would certainly resign

Incompetent Design!
Evo-Evo-Evolution. Design is but a mere illusion
Darwin sparked our revolution. Science shall prevail!

Dr. Wise said he wrote the song "when I was invited to give a talk at the G.S.A. meet_“in% a SC‘(\OO\\
on how to deal with incompetent - excuse me - intelligent design."” \)V\\“ ‘20’\

"I tried to set up how would you run this as a political c%n@ajg : _gee(a s@@ak&\,)g
bumper stickers - but then you need a song l%oeqo Ejﬂﬁ}é é@ ogl(lﬁﬁw .

eX ¥ 550
When he displayed the lyrics at the gSA‘q@etgg, the scientists started singing along.
"Everybody was out of sync," Dr. Wise said. "It was just gloriously miserable."”

"The legions of reason have done very well in scientific arguments,” said Dr. Wise, who
has advanced a few himself in learned journals like American Scientist. "But this isn't
where the battle is being fought.”

Dr. Kelly conceded that most Kansas customers _for Bone Wars had been "people who are
pretty appalled by the Board of Education vote."

"I had one person call to order and assure me they were not dll like that out there," he
continued.

And it is always possible that making fun of creationism and intelligent design will offend
so many people it will end up doing evolution more harm than good. As one posting on
the venganza site put it, "It is a serious offense to mock God."

But for Dr. Wise, like many other scientists, religion is apart from science. "It's untestable
and, worse than that, it conjures up in the public mind that this is a battle between science
and religion," he said.

He does not worry much about whether some will find his song offensive. "The main bulk
of the American public is the target, and for them humor and a bit of evidence will
convince them." So he is thinking about what aspect of creationism to tackle next.

"One of the directions I may want to go," he said, "is trying to show the stupidity of the
arguments of thermodynamics making evolution impossible," which some creationists
argue. The overdll godl, he said, is to get creationist ideas "into popular culture as
something you laugh at."

He added, "We need more spaghetti monsters, I think."

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://venganza.org
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/news/health/diseasesconditionsandhealthtopics/tuberculosis/index.html?inline=nyt-classifier
http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/timestopics/people/r/karl_rove/index.html?inline=nyt-per
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Box1&sn2=2130505e/59985100&sn1=88c9bb61/c5024bcf&camp=NYT2011_marketingmodule_News&ad=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/25/fashion/iris-apfel-90-stylish-and-on-hsn-up-close.html%3FWT.mc_id=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811-PH%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Box1&sn2=2130505e/59985100&sn1=88c9bb61/c5024bcf&camp=NYT2011_marketingmodule_News&ad=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/25/fashion/iris-apfel-90-stylish-and-on-hsn-up-close.html%3FWT.mc_id=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811-HDR%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Box1&sn2=2130505e/59985100&sn1=88c9bb61/c5024bcf&camp=NYT2011_marketingmodule_News&ad=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/24/dining/a-roadie-with-a-whisk-cooks-for-zac-browns-fans.html%3FWT.mc_id=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811-L1%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Box1&sn2=2130505e/59985100&sn1=88c9bb61/c5024bcf&camp=NYT2011_marketingmodule_News&ad=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811&goto=http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/23/science/23angier.html%3FWT.mc_id=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811-L2%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Box1&sn2=2130505e/59985100&sn1=119df77f/80800daf&camp=NYT2011_marketingmodule_News&ad=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811&goto=http://nytimes.com/%3FWT.mc_id=GN-D-I-NYT-MOD-MOD-M216-ROS-0811-LOGO%26WT.mc_ev=click
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Right5A&sn2=c6bd8acd/d301d78a&sn1=d6176eb9/3ff0a8c&camp=NYT2011-Mktg-TimesLimited-S4D-ROS&ad=TL-D-I-NYT-AD-S4D-TLP-ROS-0211-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fmarketing%2Ftimeslimited%2F%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DTL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DS4D%2DTLP%2DROS%2D0211%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Right5A&sn2=c6bd8acd/d301d78a&sn1=d6176eb9/3ff0a8c&camp=NYT2011-Mktg-TimesLimited-S4D-ROS&ad=TL-D-I-NYT-AD-S4D-TLP-ROS-0211-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fmarketing%2Ftimeslimited%2F%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DTL%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DS4D%2DTLP%2DROS%2D0211%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Middle5&sn2=18cf2779/180ef2b4&sn1=6e479e16/760f67b1&camp=NYT2011-Mktg-Email-Focus-336x79-ROS&ad=EM-D-I-NYT-AD-FP-FC-ROS-0811-NA&goto=http%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimes%2Ecom%2Fmarketing%2Ffocus%2F%3FWT%2Emc%5Fid%3DEM%2DD%2DI%2DNYT%2DAD%2DFP%2DFC%2DROS%2D0811%2DNA%26WT%2Emc%5Fev%3Dclick
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

More Articles in Science »

: = The finest journalism in Texas? The New York Times -- Save 50%
M..‘\“ on home delivery plus FREE All Digital Access.

Ads by Google what's this?

Online Schools
Find Info On Online Schools.

#1 Resource For Expert Peer Advice.
openlessons.com

Related Articles

* THE 2006 CAMPAIGN; Scientists Endorse Candidate Over Teaching of Evolution (October 26, 2006)
* Professor-Turned-Pope Leads a Seminar on Evolution (September 2, 2006)

* ESSAY; How to Make Sure Children Are Scientifically Illiterate (August 15, 2006)

* Fight Over Evolution Shifts In Kansas School Board Vote (August 3, 2006)

Related Searches

+ Creationism and Intelligent Design
- Evolution
- Education and Schools

INSIDE NYTIMES.COM

SCIENCE » OPINION » OPINION » MOVIES » UsS. »

-Ed: Annals
of Extreme

4 N
m;%ay @d °°

ﬁ?::i Ng@&i%"s 20,

fi ¢

From a Few Iraqis, a Fresh and Iﬁiﬁt@‘/ﬁl © égn oy Dk Filmmakers’ First Opus ‘Smart Collar’ Will Help
Word to Libyans on Garden an Awﬂo g Toll of Storms Stars Everyone on Earth ~ Manage Wildlife Better
Liberation

Home | World | US. | N.Y./Region | Business | Technology | Science | Health | Sports | Opinion | Arts | Stfle | Travel | Job Market | Real Estate @ Automobiles | Backto
Top

Copyright 2006 The New York Times Company | Privacy Policy | Search | Corrections E:j RSS | FirstLook | Help | ContactUs | Work for Us | Site Map

Web2

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com



http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Bottom1&sn2=dab03287/b521307e&sn1=8a85ed56/78918dad&camp=nyt2011-circ-tx-v3-bottom1-3846L&ad=050911-nyt2011-circ-tx-v3-bottom1-3846L&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F124%3FMediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D3846L
http://www.nytimes.com/adx/bin/adx_click.html?type=goto&opzn&page=www.nytimes.com/yr/mo/day/science&pos=Bottom1&sn2=dab03287/b521307e&sn1=8a85ed56/78918dad&camp=nyt2011-circ-tx-v3-bottom1-3846L&ad=050911-nyt2011-circ-tx-v3-bottom1-3846L&goto=https%3A%2F%2Fwww%2Enytimesathome%2Ecom%2Fhd%2F124%3FMediaCode%3DW16AK%26CMP%3D3846L
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/faq/linkingqa16.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B43kPO2RdTrWfIs39lQeMrKTpBsiflcYC-LesvTDAjbcBsOSAARABGAEgnPP4ATgAULnQ2qYBYMkGsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE1aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA1LzEyLzI3L3NjaWVuY2UvMjdldm9sLmh0bWyAAgGoAwHoA7gD6AMQ6APPB_UDAAQABPUDIAAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_35pe8GzhWorag0pi4D8j_e1qXfcQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.openlessons.com/training.php%3Fquery%3Donline%2Bschools%26olid%3Dol-4e136f347ca00%26ols%3Dadwc%26
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B43kPO2RdTrWfIs39lQeMrKTpBsiflcYC-LesvTDAjbcBsOSAARABGAEgnPP4ATgAULnQ2qYBYMkGsgEPd3d3Lm55dGltZXMuY29tyAEB2gE1aHR0cDovL3d3dy5ueXRpbWVzLmNvbS8yMDA1LzEyLzI3L3NjaWVuY2UvMjdldm9sLmh0bWyAAgGoAwHoA7gD6AMQ6APPB_UDAAQABPUDIAAAAA&num=1&sig=AOD64_35pe8GzhWorag0pi4D8j_e1qXfcQ&client=ca-nytimes_article_var&adurl=http://www.openlessons.com/training.php%3Fquery%3Donline%2Bschools%26olid%3Dol-4e136f347ca00%26ols%3Dadwc%26
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F30713FD3F5B0C758EDDA90994DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F30713FD3F5B0C758EDDA90994DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F20F10FF345A0C718CDDA00894DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F20F10FF345A0C718CDDA00894DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F50A15FA3C5A0C768DDDA10894DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=F50A15FA3C5A0C768DDDA10894DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=FB0E14F93B5B0C708CDDA10894DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://select.nytimes.com/gst/abstract.html?res=FB0E14F93B5B0C708CDDA10894DE404482&fta=y&incamp=archive:article_related
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=CREATIONISM+AND+INTELLIGENT+DESIGN&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=CREATIONISM+AND+INTELLIGENT+DESIGN&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=EVOLUTION&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=EVOLUTION&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://query.nytimes.com/search/query?ppds=des&v1=EDUCATION+AND+SCHOOLS&fdq=19960101&td=sysdate&sort=newest&ac=EDUCATION+AND+SCHOOLS&rt=1%2Cdes%2Corg%2Cper%2Cgeo
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/world/middleeast/30baghdad.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/world/middleeast/30baghdad.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/science/30tierney.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/science/30tierney.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2011/08/29/what-did-we-learn-from-irene
http://www.nytimes.com/roomfordebate/2011/08/29/what-did-we-learn-from-irene
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/opinion/the-annals-of-extreme-surgery.html
http://movies.nytimes.com/pages/movies/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/movies/one-day-on-earth-seeks-to-capture-the-world.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/movies/one-day-on-earth-seeks-to-capture-the-world.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/us/30collars.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/us/30collars.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/health/30epilepsy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/health/30epilepsy.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/opinion/falser-words-were-never-spoken.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/opinion/falser-words-were-never-spoken.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/business/global/russia-hits-headwinds-in-selling-airliners-to-the-west.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/business/global/russia-hits-headwinds-in-selling-airliners-to-the-west.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/nyregion/panhandler-on-fifth-avenue-wins-respite-from-arrests.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/nyregion/panhandler-on-fifth-avenue-wins-respite-from-arrests.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://opinionator.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/08/29/it-was-a-dark-and-sort-of-stormy-night/
http://theater.nytimes.com/pages/theater/index.html
http://theater.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/theater/jesus-christ-superstar-and-camelot-at-stratford.html
http://theater.nytimes.com/2011/08/30/theater/jesus-christ-superstar-and-camelot-at-stratford.html
http://www.nytimes.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/world/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/national/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/nyregion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/business/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/technology/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/science/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/health/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/sports/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/opinion/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/arts/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/style/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/travel/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/jobs/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/realestate/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/automobiles/index.html
http://www.nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/copyright.html
http://www.nytco.com/
http://www.nytimes.com/privacy
http://query.nytimes.com/search/advanced/
http://www.nytimes.com/corrections.html
http://www.nytimes.com/rss
http://firstlook.nytimes.com
http://www.nytimes.com/membercenter/sitehelp.html
http://nytimes.com/ref/membercenter/help/infoservdirectory.html
http://www.nytdigital.com/careers
http://spiderbites.nytimes.com/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF



