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 Home> Misconceptions

Misconception: “Evolution and religion
are incompatible.”

Response: Religion and science (evolution) are very different things.
In science, only natural causes are used to explain natural phenomena,
while religion deals with beliefs that are beyond the natural world.

The misconception that one always has to choose between science and
religion is incorrect. Of course, some religious beliefs explicitly
contradict science (e.g., the belief that the world and all life on it was
created in six literal days); however, most religious groups have no
conflict with the theory of evolution or other scientific findings. In fact,
many religious people, including theologians, feel that a deeper
understanding of nature actually enriches their faith. Moreover, in the
scientific community there are thousands of scientists who are devoutly
religious and also accept evolution.

For concise
statements from

many religious
organizations

regarding evolution,
see Voices for

Evolution on the
NCSE Web site.
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