SignOnSanPiege.com

BY THE UNION-TRIBUNE

Home | Today's Paper | Spor!s| Entertainment | Jobs | Homes | Autos | Classifieds | Shopping | Visitors Guide | Forums

searc col

Weather | Traffic | Surf | Maps | Webcam

Advertisements from the

Sunda - T *
— @he San Dicgo Union-Tribune. print edition
ext Story»

= g .
- Beach exhibit calls attention to fallen
InSi_ght By Bruce V. Bigelow
Business STAFF WRITER
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Sunday Currents November 11, 2007
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Travel OCEANSIDE — Kenyon Ralph, who did two tours in Iraq with the Marine
Homes Corps, walked with other veterans yesterday in the annual Veterans Day
Homescape parade in downtown San Diego.
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Passages After the parade ended, he drove to Oceanside to help Veterans for
Front Page (PDF) Peace, who had set up neat rows of 2,400 small wooden crosses in the
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Sunday .
Monday Eagh foot-high marker,
—— whlqh bore the name of a
Wednesday service member who has
ey died in Iraq, was intended
Friday to convey the cost of war,
Saturday ilali Davevgattertson, a 1B

2 ietnam War veteran an
Weekly Sections .

v ' Arlington West
Books UT-Books coordjnator.
Family
Food Attached to one cross,
Health which read “Sgt. Regina SEAN M. HAFFEY / Union-Tribune
Home C. Reah 25, U.s. Army Veterans for Peace set up 2,400 crosses on the AA
Honeseane Reserve Dec. 23,2005 » beach in Oceanside. Each marker has the name 0
Ld ? > of a service member who died in Iraq. ‘oNaN

Dialog were photos of a young . o ke
InStyle woman, smiling in desert fatigues, body armor and helmet. \5 arcnive
Night & Day a5 AN
Gy A Reali, a Fresno resident, was killed with Sgt. Che igh Wlf)ey of
E—— Freemont when a roadside bomb explo eir Humvee in

Quest
Wheels

Subscribe to the UT

o i g

Union:Tribung’

Home
Delivery
Special

Sponsored Links|

Baghdad, according to a Pentagém prgss release.

The beach exh}bﬁ\aﬁ\ij}]lot convey the total cost, however. A sign posted
on a nearby sandwich board read: “Please take a moment to reflect on
the 3,859 dead.” Even that total did not reflect the latest U.S. fatality,
which has not yet been confirmed by the Department of Defense, since
the war began May 1, 2003.

The memorial drew passers-by throughout the day: An Oceanside widow
whose husband was killed in Iraq 18 months ago, a visitor from
Switzerland, a couple from Indiana who were planning to attend today's
football game between the Indianapolis Colts and the San Diego
Chargers.

“I was for the war at first; I just wish it wasn't dragging out so long,” said
Greg Lloyd, an Indianapolis resident and veteran. “But I think they're
making progress over there now. The surge is working.”

Others were less optimistic.

“You'd think we would have learned our lesson 40 years ago. It's just a
shame,” said Joe Veraldi, who drove from his home in Encinitas to visit
the temporary exhibit. “We're ruining another generation of men.”

Ralph, 24, a former sergeant now studying at the University of
California San Diego, said he thinks the U.S. government lied about the
reasons for the Iraq war and continues to suppress its true cost.

“It's a part of our oath of enlistment to support our country against all
enemies, foreign and domestic — especially domestic,” Ralph said. “That
doesn't expire when we get out. I think the current administration has no
regard for our Constitution. They think they're above the law.”

As the sun settled into the Pacific Ocean, Patterson and other volunteers
lit votive candles at the base of each marker in the memorial, which
included a handful of Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim and Jewish symbols.

® Bruce Bigelow: (619) 293-1314; bruce.bigelow@uniontrib.com
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