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Click for full photo gallery: The 15 Top-Earning
Dead Celebrities

It’s been two years since Michael
Jackson passed away at the age of 50
but the King of Pop’s earning power
shows no sign of waning. For the
second year in a row, Jackson tops
our annual list of the Top-Earning
Dead Celebrities. Over the past 12
months Jackson’s estate brought in
$170 million from sales of his music
and his stake in the Sony/ATV
catalog. That’s a big drop from the
$275 million Jackson earned in the
previous 12 months but it’s still
enough to make him the second highest-earning pop act over the past year,
dead or alive, after U2.

The 15 people on our list earned a combined $366 million between October
2010 and October 2011, which just goes to show that death is not the end
when it comes to celebrities.

Songwriters who own their own work usually fare best on our list because
their catalogs can keep selling well long after they’ve passed away. But now
there’s a new way for dead pop stars to earn big: Cirque Du Soleil.

Full List: The Top-Earning Dead Celebrities

Jackson headed out on tour again this month with the Cirque Du Soleil show
Michael Jackson: The Immortal World Tour. If it’s successful, Jackson could
net more touring in death than he did in life. Cirque and the King of Pop’s
estate will split costs and profits evenly, and the cost of touring a Cirque show
is less than that of a glitzy Michael Jackson round-the-world extravaganza.

 

 

BUSINESS |  10/25/2011 @ 10:43AM | 70,796 views

The Top-Earning Dead
Celebrities

see photos

Redferns/Getty Images

Dorothy Pomerantz, Forbes Staff
I write about Hollywood and run the Celebrity 100 List.

Subscribe
22k

Milton H. Greene Archives, Inc. v. Marilyn Monroe LLC 

No. 08-56552 archived on September 12, 2012

http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mfl45hggm/no-1-michael-jackson/#gallerycontent
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mfl45hggm/no-1-michael-jackson/#gallerycontent
http://www.forbes.com/sites/zackomalleygreenburg/2011/10/25/michael-jackson-and-the-economics-of-touring-after-death
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mfl45hggm/no-1-michael-jackson#content
http://www.forbes.com/
http://www.forbes.com/business
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CS1KKyfhQUOyPCcuZ6gGWt4CoBJfukKkCz76fw0TAjbcBEAEg_tT1F1Cs_InV_P____8BYMn2-IbIo6AZoAGhrL7yA8gBAqgDAcgD3QSqBKsBT9BFy1Uz1tCYsKT1DDp5Ft-UtmjpDIGx1isq7Gx-NTK1nLWaeJbyLthh6v86tYC71uaQeQRq2hmtPjB0Y0unIUKE8MH5tCUAnZo0lOVb4-o_W4zrzJTTbUVa_ULBhiBoJry1u_y0UEXX5kCfB-E0BUp4vnqMviajJd9UVVuzaiuSOLIzXwvznCslzd-0LjfPyGbIR1Z8DgZveaQgZjoSCKNXq1Mx94hgPn2eiAYBoAYC&num=1&cid=5GiiTejiwATiZqke4nEaK4Do&sig=AOD64_15q8e4Sk_Fl2FD06WW_oM1dG6tdg&client=ca-pub-4111763448220873&adurl=http://sftrack.searchforce.net/SFConversionTracking/redir%3Fjadid%3D18311398591%26jaid%3D33186%26jk%3Dstocks%26jkId%3D8a8ae4cd39136c74013921bca03a5ae4%26jmt%3D8__%26jp%3Dwww.forbes.com%26js%3D1%26jsid%3D24739%26jt%3D3%26jr%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fwww.scottrade.com%252FLP%252Ffree-trades%252Foffer-form.html%253Frefnum%253DJXDX6152%2526sctr%253D24739%257CStocks%252BImage%252B-%252BOFFER%257Cstocks%257Cwww.forbes.com%257C8_
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mfl45hggm/no-1-michael-jackson/#gallerycontent
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mfl45hggm/no-1-michael-jackson/#gallerycontent
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mfl45hggm/no-1-michael-jackson/#gallerycontent
http://www.forbes.com/pictures/mfl45hggm/no-1-michael-jackson/#gallerycontent
http://blogs.forbes.com/dorothypomerantz/
http://blogs.forbes.com/dorothypomerantz/


The Top-Earning Dead Celebrities - Forbes

http://www.forbes.com/sites/dorothypomerantz/2011/10/25/the-top-earning-dead-celebrities/print/[09/12/2012 2:05:22 PM]

On top of that, the estate will collect performance royalties every night
because the show uses his songs, most of which he has songwriting credits on.
(See: Michael Jackson And The Economics Of Touring After Death)

The Cirque show Viva Elvis helped Elvis Presley rank second on our list with
$55 million. Of course Presley’s iconic songs, like “Hound Dog” and
“Heartbreak Hotel,” still sell well and fans flock to Graceland. But a long-
running Vegas show where tickets sell for as much as $175 a pop definitely
gooses earnings.  John Lennon, who ties for fifth on our list with $12 million,
and George Harrison, tied for 13th with $6 million, both also benefited from
Cirque. The show Love, based on Beatles music, has been running at The
Mirage in Las Vegas since 2006.

Video: The Top-Earning Dead Celebrities

For celebrities who don’t have a music catalog to profit from after death, it
helps to have been incredibly glamorous. Elizabeth Taylor, who passed away
in March, joins the list this year in fifth place (tied with Lennon) with $12
million. Most of that money comes from Taylor’s best-selling perfume White
Diamonds. According to Euromonitor sales of the scent brought in $54
million in the U.S. alone in 2010. (See: Elizabeth Taylor: The Next Big
Thing?)

Taylor’s estate is poised to earn much more in the coming months though
when Christie’s auctions off the star’s jewels, art work and gowns starting
Dec. 16. The jewels alone could bring in as much as $30 million. Taylor was so
beloved that Christie’s has taken the items out on tour in the run-up to the
auction.

Depending on how the executors of her estate decide to move forward with
licensing her image, Taylor could soon become as big as Marilyn Monroe, who
returns to our list with $27 million in earnings over the past year, ranking her
third. Earlier this year Authentic Brand Management bought the rights to
Monroe’s estate. The company, which also holds the rights to Bob Marley’s
estate, is now trying to revamp the star’s image by going for more highbrow
licensing deals like upscale clothing, fragrances and cosmetics. (See: Marilyn
Monroe Makeover) A line of Marilyn Monroe cafes is in the works and don’t
be surprised to see Monroe starring in films again. She’s already appeared
opposite Charlize Theron in an ad for J’Adore perfume.

To place on this year’s list a deceased celebrity had to have earned at least $6
million between October 2010 and October 2011. To compile our list, we
spoke to agents, lawyers and other sources to estimate each star’s gross
earnings (before taxes, management fees and other costs).

Like Monroe, Bettie Page is enjoying a renaissance. The pinup girl, who died
in 2008, is more in style than ever before, with a chain of stores called Bettie
Page Clothing in places like Hollywood and Las Vegas selling clothes inspired
by the model and B movie star. Those stores helped her estate earn $6 million
this year, tying for 13th place on our list with Andy Warhol and George
Harrison.

Full List: The Top-Earnings Dead Celebrities
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