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Obama's Decision to Observe National
Day of Prayer Privately Draws Public
Criticism

President Obama's decision to celebrate Thursday's observance privately has generated controversy among
religious groups.
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s ruffling some religious feathers.

"We are disappointed in the lack of participation by the
Obama administration,” Shirley Dobson, chairwoman of the
National Day of Prayer Committee, said in a statement. "At
this time in our country's history, we would hope our
president would recognize more fully the importance of
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The Interfaith Alliance couldn't disagree more. Political gain from draws criticism

overhaul fight?
"It is a shame that the National Day of Prayer Task Force seems to think it owns the National Day of Prayer," the
group's president, the Rev. C. Welton Gaddy, said in a statement.

"Once again, the Task Force is misrepresenting the purpose of this national observance," he said. "President : Ak
Obama is not the Pastor-in-Chief of the nation and Shirley Dobson's Task Force is not the spiritual judge of the
president's personal or official actions."
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Reagan hosted a Rose garden event in 1982, and President George H.W. Bush scheduled a breakfast in 1989.
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FOXNews.com - Obama's Decision to Observe National Day of Prayer Privately Draws Public Criticism
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http://www.foxnews.com/politics/2009/05/06/obamas-decision-observe-national-day-prayer-privately-draws-public-criticism/[03/25/2010 10:44:39 AM]
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