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NIJ's Role in the Body Armor Safety Initiative
In November 2003, the U.S. Department of Justice announced its Body Armor Safety
Initiative in response to concerns from the law enforcement community about the
effectiveness of body armor then in use. These concerns followed the failure of a
relatively new Zylon®-based [1] body armor vest worn by a Forest Hills, Pennsylvania,
police officer.

The officer survived the shooting, but sustained severe injuries. The Forest Hills
shooting was the first case ever reported to NIJ in which body armor compliant with
the NIJ standard failed to prevent penetration from a bullet it was designed to defeat.

As part of this Initiative, NIJ examined both new and used Zylon®-based bullet-
resistant armor, analyzed upgrade kits provided by manufacturers that retrofit Zylon®
-based bullet-resistant armors, and reviewed the existing program that tests bullet-
resistant armor to determine whether the process needed modification.

See Body Armor Research and Evaluation Results.

Advisory Notices
NIJ may issue Body Armor Standard Advisory Notices to identify body armor materials
that, based on NIJ review, appear to hold a risk of death or serious injury as a result
of degraded ballistic performance. Any body armor model that contains material listed
in an advisory notice will be deemed no longer NIJ compliant unless and until the
manufacturer satisfies NIJ that the model will maintain its ballistic performance over its
declared warranty period. In August 2005, NIJ released the first such advisory notice,
Body Armor Standard Advisory Notice #01-2005 (doc, 1 page), on body armor
containing poly-p-phenylene benzobisoxazole (commonly known as PBO or Zylon®).

LEARN MORE ABOUT THE BODY ARMOR SAFETY INITIATIVE:
Body Armor Safety Initiative Web site.
Body Armor Safety Initiative: To Protect and Serve…Better, NIJ Journal 254,
July 2006, JR 000254.
Third Status Report to the Attorney General on Body Armor Safety Initiative and
Testing and Activities (pdf, 47 pages), August 2005, NCJ 210418.

Go to Research and Evaluation Results

NOTES

[1] Zylon® (poly-p-phenylene benzobisoxazole or PBO fiber) is a high-strength
organic fiber produced by Toyobo Co., Ltd. Zylon® is a registered trademark of
Toyobo Co., Ltd. Back to text.

 

Funding
Current
opportunities
Forthcoming
solicitations
FAQs
Past awards

Publications
Recently
published
Topical
collections
Search
All publications

Events
NIJ Conference
Research for the
Real World
Webinars
Research
Meetings

Training
Corrections
Courts
Forensics
Law enforcement
All courses

Topics
All Topics A-Z
Corrections
Courts
Crimes & Preventions
Drugs & Crime
Forensic Science
Law Enforcement
Technology & Tools
Tribal Justice
Victims & Victim ization

Policies & Disclaimers
Research Disclaimer
Accessibility
DOJ Legal Policy &
Disclaimers
DOJ Privacy Policy
Freedom of
Information Act

Multimedia
Videos
Audio
Research for the
Real World
Seminars

About NIJ
Organization
Director
Research Agenda
Testing and
Evaluation
Research and
Development

Contact Us
Ask NIJ
Staff Directory

Subscriptions
NIJ Journal
E-mail Alerts
RSS

  

Pinnacle Armor, Inc. v. U.S., No. 08-16209 archived on June 16, 2011

http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/
http://www.nij.gov/about/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/whats-new/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/a-z-index.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/contact.htm
http://www.nij.gov/search/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/
http://www.nij.gov/welcome.html
http://www.nij.gov/funding/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/publications/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/events/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/training/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/multimedia/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/welcome.html
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/safety-initiative.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/results.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/research.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/standards-testing.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/selecting.htm
http://nij.ncjrs.gov/publications/Pub_Search.asp?category=99&searchtype=basic&location=top&PSID=52
http://www.nij.gov/topics/technology/body-armor/ http://www.nij.gov/publications/plugins.htm 
javascript:window.print()
http://nij.ncjrs.gov/emailcolleague/emailfriend.asp?Link=Email&Page=http://www.nij.gov/topics/technology/body-armor/safety-initiative.htm&dtitle=NIJ's^Role^in^the^Body^Armor^Safety^Initiative
http://nij.ncjrs.gov/asknij/
http://www.nij.gov/about/subscribe.htm
http://www.justnet.org/pages/BallisticCPL.aspx
http://justice.gov/legalpolicies.htm#other
http://www.justnet.org/Documents/Body Armor Documents/2005 IR List.htm
http://justice.gov/legalpolicies.htm#other
http://www.justnet.org/pages/StabCPL.aspx
http://justice.gov/legalpolicies.htm#other
http://www.justnet.org/Pages/ViewPage.aspx?dbtab=1&location=https%3a%2f%2ftims.justnet.org%2fReports%2fSearch.aspx&ver=%c2%a4q%c3%b0%28p%c3%9d%c3%9a%14k%c2%97%c3%9e7%c2%aa%0eq%14
http://justice.gov/legalpolicies.htm#other
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bvpbasi/
http://www.usdoj.gov/opa/pr/2003/November/03_ag_624.htm
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/results.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bvpbasi/docs/08_18_05BAI_AdvisoryNotice.doc
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bvpbasi/
http://www.nij.gov/journals/254/body_armor.html
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bvpbasi/docs/SupplementII_08_12_05.pdf
http://www.nij.gov/nij/topics/technology/body-armor/results.htm
http://www.nij.gov/funding/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/funding/current.htm
http://www.nij.gov/funding/forthcoming.htm
http://www.nij.gov/funding/faqs.htm
http://www.nij.gov/awards/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/publications/welcome.htm
http://nij.ncjrs.gov/publications/pubs_db.asp
http://www.nij.gov/publications/collections.htm
http://www.nij.gov/search/welcome.htm#tab2
http://nij.ncjrs.gov/App/publications/pubs_db.aspx
http://www.nij.gov/events/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/events/nij_conference/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/events/research-real-world.htm
http://www.nij.gov/events/expert-chats/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/events/research-meetings.htm
http://www.nij.gov/training/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/training/corrections.htm
http://www.nij.gov/training/courts.htm
http://www.nij.gov/training/forensic.htm
http://www.nij.gov/training/law-enforcement.htm
http://www.nij.gov/training/all-courses.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/a-z-index.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/corrections/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/courts/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/crime/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/drugs/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/forensics/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/law-enforcement/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/technology/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/tribal-justice/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/topics/victims-victimization/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/research-disclaimer.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/accessibility.htm
http://www.justice.gov/legalpolicies.htm
http://www.justice.gov/privacy-file.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/about/foia/foia.htm
http://www.justice.gov/
http://www.nij.gov/multimedia/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/multimedia/welcome.htm#videos
http://www.nij.gov/multimedia/welcome.htm#audio
http://www.nij.gov/events/research-real-world.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/organization.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/director/welcome.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/research-agenda.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/testing-evaluation.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/research-development-process.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/contact.htm
http://nij.ncjrs.gov/asknij/
http://www.nij.gov/about/phone-directory.htm
http://www.nij.gov/
https://puborder.ncjrs.gov/Listservs/nij/reg.asp
http://www.nij.gov/about/email-updates.htm
http://www.nij.gov/about/rss.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/recovery/index.htm
http://www.nij.gov/welcome.html
http://www.usa.gov/



