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Definition of EXPLICIT

1 a: fully revealed or expressed without vagueness,
implication, or ambiguity : leaving no question as to meaning
or intent <explicit instructions>

b : open in the depiction of nudity or sexuality <explicit
books and films>

2 : fully developed or formulated <an explicit plan> <an explicit
notion of our objective>

3 : unambiguous in expression <was very explicit on how we
are to behave>
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Examples of EXPLICIT
» They were given explicit instructions.

= Changes to the property can't be done without their
explicit consent.

= The law is very explicit about how these measures should
be enacted.

= a song with explicit lyrics
= The movie contains scenes of explicit violence.

= two people engaging in explicit sex

Origin of EXPLICIT

French or Medieval Latin; French explicite, from Medieval
Latin explicitus, from Latin, past participle of explicare

First Known Use: 1607

Related to EXPLICIT

Synonyms: clear-cut, definite, definitive, express, specific,
unambiguous, unequivocal, univocal

Antonyms: implicit, implied, inferred; ambiguous,
circuitous; equivocal, indefinite, inexplicit, unspecific, vague

[+] more

Synonym Discussion of EXPLICIT

EXPLICIT, DEFINITE, EXPRESS, SPECIFIC mean perfectly clear in
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meaning. expLICIT implies such verbal plainness and
distinctness that there is no need for inference and no room
for difficulty in understanding <explicit instructions>.
DEFINITE Stresses precise, clear statement or arrangement
that leaves no doubt or indecision <the law is definite in
such cases>. exprESs implies both explicitness and direct
and positive utterance <her express wishes>. speCIFiC
applies to what is precisely and fully treated in detail or
particular <two specific criticisms>.

Rhymes with EXPLICIT

complicit, elicit, illicit, implicit, solicit
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