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print, v.

Forms: 
α. ME preent, ME preente, ME preynte, 15 preynt; Sc. pre-17 praint.

... (Show More)

Etymology:  < PRINT n.; in branch II. perhaps also partly shortened < IMPRINT v.... (Show

More)

 I. General senses. (In fig. and extended use often with some admixture
of branch II.)
 1. trans.

 a. Originally: †to press in (a seal) (obs.). Later more
generally: to press (something hard) into or upon a
softer substance or surface, so as to leave an indentation
or imprint. Also in extended use: to cause to leave a
mark (cf. PRINT n. 1b).

a1382    Bible (Wycliffite, E.V.) (Bodl. 959) (1969) Jer. xxxii. 44   Preentid in [L.
imprimetur] shal ben þe seal.

a1450    in J. Kail 26 Polit. Poems (1904) 183   His herte blod wrot oure hele, And
Ihesus body, þe parchemyn is; Wiþ trewe loue he prented oure sele.

1530    J. PALSGRAVE Lesclarcissement 666/2   Let me printe your seale in a pece of
waxe, me thynketh it is antique.

a1547    EARL OF SURREY in T. Wyatt Coll. Poems (1969) 98   In Prynces hartes
goddes scourge y prynted depe, Myght them awake out of their synfull
slepe.

a1616    SHAKESPEARE Henry V (1623) Prol. 27   Horses Printing their prowd
Hoofes i' th' receiuing Earth.

1697    DRYDEN tr. Virgil Georgics I, in tr. Virgil Wks. 52   If the Soil be barren, only
scar The Surface, and but lightly print the Share.

1716    MRS. S. BUTLER Irish Tales 100   How many times did Murchoe go to the
Door, and then return again, loath to depart, printing his soft Lips on her
fair Hand.

a1785    R. GLOVER Athenaid (1787) II. XV. 110   On Acanthè's hand To print his
lips.

1882    M. MCDOUGALL Lett. ‘Norah’ xlvii. 231   In one stone of this tower is the
mark of two toes printed into the stone.

1884    TENNYSON Becket  II. ii,   Only the golden Leopard printed in it Such hold-fast
claws.

1931    E. A. BLAIR Hanging in Adelphi Aug. 419   His feet printed themselves on
the wet gravel.

1996    J. REED Sweet Sister Lyric 29   Printing his feet on beaches where the
Pacific laid its high breezy breakers.

†b. fig. To direct or focus (one's gaze, sunbeams, etc.)

Pronunciation:  Brit. /prɪnt/ , U.S. /prɪnt/
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upon something. Obs. rare.

a1398    J. TREVISA tr. Bartholomaeus Anglicus De Proprietatibus Rerum (BL
Add.) f. 110 ,   Þe sonne printiþ inne [L. imprimit] his bemes more

scharpliche þan he doþ in þe ende.

1513    G. DOUGLAS tr. Virgil Æneid VII. v. 132   His sycht vnmovyt to the erd dyd he
prent.

†c. Founding. To make an impression of (an object) in a
mould with a core print (PRINT n. 5c) or with a pattern.
Obs. rare .

1895    I. K. FUNK et al. Standard Dict. Eng. Lang.,   Print, to make an impression
of in a mould with a core-print or with a pattern.

 2. trans.

 a. To impress or stamp (a form, figure, mark, etc.) in or
on a soft substance; to set or trace (a mark, figure, etc.)
on any surface, by carving, writing, etc. Usu. with in, on,
or upon. Also in extended use.

a1387    J. TREVISA tr. R. Higden Polychron. (St. John's Cambr.) (1869) II. 177   Þey
he made him lord of þe grete world, ȝit he prynted on hym þe likenese of þe
lasse [v.r.  greet] world.

a1398    J. TREVISA tr. Bartholomaeus Anglicus De Proprietatibus Rerum (BL
Add.) f. 318,   Boþe figures y-prented and lettres y-write þer Inne [sc.  in
wax] dureþ and lasteþ þe lenger tyme.

?a1425  (1400)    Mandeville's Trav. (Titus C. 16) (1919) 41   And in þat roche is
printed [Fr. est empresse] the forme of his body.

1494    in F. W. Weaver Somerset Medieval Wills (1901) 318   A basyn and lavor of
siluer, myne armes printed thereon.

1516    R. FABYAN New Chron. Eng. (1811) 3   Lyke the Prentyse that hewyth the
rowgth stone, And bryngeth it to square, That the mayster after
may prynte therin his fygures and his story.

c1540    J. BELLENDEN tr. H. Boece Hyst. & Cron. Scotl. V. xvi. f. 64/1,   On the ta
syde of this money was prentit ane croce, and his face on ye tothir.

1611    Bible (A.V.) Lev. xix. 28   Ye shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for
the dead, nor print any markes vpon you.

1639    T. B. tr. J. P. Camus Morall Relations  159   The Lizard raceth out with her
tayle, the markes which with her hands she printed in the sand.

1658    W. JOHNSON tr. F. Würtz Surgeons Guid II. xxv. 158   The plaisters growing
hard there, would print a hole into the flesh.

1704    C. GILDON Patriot V. i. 53   Print this last Kiss upon his trembling Lips.

1730    H. FIELDING Author's Farce II. i. 16   The barren Rocks, where not one step
Of human Race lies printed in the Snow.

1789    E. DARWIN Bot. Garden II. 90   Thrice round the grave Circaea prints her
tread.

1812    J. WILSON Isle of Palms III. 834   The child prints many a playful kiss Upon
their hands.

1873    G. M. TOWLE tr. J. Verne Around World in 80 Days xxx. 256   He thought
of pursuing Fogg across the vast white plains; it did not seem impossible
that he might overtake him. Footsteps were easily printed on the snow!

1890    ‘R. BOLDREWOOD’ Colonial Reformer (1891) 156   If you'd only had those
patterns printed out slowly and indelibly , you'd have known it [sc.  being
tattooed] was no joke.

1913    tr. E. Gaboriau Baron Trigault's Vengeance xv. 303   Bending over me, he
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printed a kiss upon my forehead.

1986    S. HUBBELL Country Year 76   The snake's spiral grip was clearly printed on
the pullet's strangely elongated corpse.

2004    New Yorker (Nexis) 29 Nov. 90   Trackers look for tread designs printed in
the soil and any incidental turbulence from a footfall or moving body.

 b. fig. To impress (an image, thought, saying, etc.) upon
the heart, mind, memory, etc.; to fix in the mind.

a1425  (1385)    CHAUCER Troilus & Criseyde (1987) II. 900   Every word which that
she of hire herde, She gan to prenten in hire herte faste.

?a1425  (1415)    WYCLIF Lanterne of Liȝt 95   Þei schulde prynte þis lore & neuir
go þerfro.

c1500  (1475)    Assembly of Gods (1896) 1784   Remembre hit well and prynte hit
in thy mynde.

1513    G. DOUGLAS tr. Virgil Æneid IV. i. 8   Deip in hir breist so wes his figur prent.

1563    2nd Tome Homelyes sig. Uvvvv.ii ,   This sentence is very mete for women

to print in theyr remembrance.

1603    W. L. Nothing for New-yeares Gift sig. C4,   The murdred face lyes printed
in the minde, And loude for vengeance cries the martir'd blood.

1678    R. CUDWORTH True Intellect. Syst. Universe I.  v. 681   Contrived by a Perfect
Understanding Being or Mind which hath every where Printed the
Signatures of its own Wisdom upon the Matter.

a1704    T. BROWN 1st Satire Persius Imitated in Wks. (1707) I. i. 78   Then will
grey Hairs on all thou say'st print Aw.

1760    C. JOHNSTONE Chrysal I. I. iii. 13   He addressed me in these words; words
which dear experience has now printed deeply on my heart.

1850    TENNYSON In Memoriam lxxvii. 108   And hill and wood and field did print
The same sweet forms in either mind.

1885    R. L. STEVENSON & F. STEVENSON Spirited Old Lady  in More New Arabian
Nights 72   She was attended by a maid whose face was new to me; but her
own was too clearly printed on my memory.

1915    V. WOOLF Voy. Out xvii. 279   The face of this single worshipper became
printed on Rachel's mind with an impression of keen horror.

1971    W. BERRY Unforeseen Wilderness iv. 50   It is printed on my memory, a sort
of blessing, by the force of its unexpectedness.

2006    Daily Mail (Nexis) 14 Jan. 66   The tug of wistful nostalgia drew me back
to see her and the region so indelibly printed on my memory.

 3. trans.

 a. To strike (a coin) from a die; to coin (money). Now
rare.

In recent use perh. an extension of sense 8.

c1400  (1387)    LANGLAND Piers Plowman (Huntington HM 137) (1873) C. XVIII. 80  
God coueiteþ nat þe coygne þat crist hym-self preentede [v.rr. prentede,
preynted].

?a1475  (1425)    tr. R. Higden Polychron. (Harl.) (1882) VIII. 265   He caused
halpenys and ferthynges to be printed [a1387 J. Trevisa tr. made smyte; L.
fecit incudi] and made rownde.

1533    J. BELLENDEN tr. Livy Hist. Rome (1903) II. IV. xxiii. 135   Becaus na siluer
was as ȝit prentit in rome, thay cunȝeit grete sovmes of brasin money.

1567    Sc. Acts James VI (1814) III. 29/1   That our Souerane Lord may cause
prent, and cunȝe gold and siluer of sic fynes as vtheris cuntreis dois.

1591    in M. Napier Mem. J. Napier 230   Quhat free proffeit his majestie will
ressave upone ilk stane wecht [of bullion] being affynit and prentit.
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1927    E. H. REISNER Hist. Found. Mod. Educ. ii. 9   No longer was the system of
barter adequate to their enlarged commercial operations and they began
the practice of printing coins for use in exchange.

1996    Plain Dealer (Cleveland, Ohio) (Nexis) 30 Mar. 5 E,   The governor of
Galilee, Herod Antipas, had tried to print coins with Tiberius Caesar's face.

 b. gen. To impress or stamp (a surface) with a seal, die,
or the like; to press upon and thereby mark with any
pattern, design, or symbol (whether impressed into the
surface or applied with colour, ink, etc.); to brand. In
later use also, of a foot or other limb: to mark (soft or
yielding ground).

?a1425    Mandeville's Trav. (Egerton) (1889) 117   Þis monee es prynted on bathe
þe sydes.

c1450  (1350)    Alexander & Dindimus (Bodl.) (1929) 256   Whan we sihen þi
sonde wiþ þi sel prented, We kenden þi covaitise.

1479    J. PASTON in Paston Lett. & Papers (2004) I. 513   The other ij pottys be
prentyd wyth þe marchauntys marke.

1574–5    Treasurer's Accts. Burgh Haddington 1   To the bailye Jhone Setoun to
ryd to Edinburgh to get ane yrin to prent the stoppis.

a1578    R. LINDSAY Hist. & Cron. Scotl. (1899) II. 128   All cunȝie of money
struckkin within the realme may be prentit thairwith.

1637    G. DANIEL Genius of Isle 26   The Naiades the willing Sand shall print.

1697    DRYDEN tr. Virgil Georgics III, in tr. Virgil Wks. 105   He treads so light, he
scarcely prints the Plains.

1708    London Gaz. No. 4421/8,   Stoln , a black Mare , printed in the near Hip.

c1751    T. GRAY Elegy in Poems (1966) 42   Little footsteps lightly print the
ground.

1819    W. IRVING Sketch Bk. III. 191   A spot that has been printed by the footsteps
of departed beauty.

1879    Cassell's Techn. Educator (new ed.) IV. 246/2   The butter is then
salted and then moulded and printed.

a1918    P. J. FISHER in F. Foxcroft War Verse (1918) 164   When with faltering feet
I thread the perilous trench, His print the clay before And shame me if I
blench.

1979    B. TUDOR Drawn from New Eng. vii. 51/2   Then came the best part—
printing the butter. Arrayed on one of the pantry shelves were the
beautifully carved wooden butter molds.

2001    Times Educ. Suppl.  (Nexis) 9 Mar. 4   Sheep print the mud with delicate
hooves.

†c. fig. To stamp, brand, stain; to impress or charge (the
soul, etc.) with. Obs.

a1450    York Plays 362   He saide As he þat was prente full of pride, ‘Jewes kyng
am I.’

a1500  (1380)    WYCLIF Eng. Wks. (1880) 473   Crist forfendide hem to prynte
þer soulis to myche wiþ erþly godis.

1598    E. GUILPIN Skialetheia sig. B4,   It is Cornelius that braue gallant youth,
Who is new printed to this fangled age.

a1644    F. QUARLES Solomons Recant. (1645) Sol. vi. 32   Some Qualmes of
earth Would print thy pamper'd soule with such a fresh And lively
Character of feeble flesh, That [etc.].
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†4. trans. To commit (something) to writing; to express
in written words; to write down. Obs.

a1450    York Plays 222   Loo! sir, þis is a periurye To prente vndir penne.

c1450    in F. J. Furnivall Hymns to Virgin & Christ (1867) 114   The hiȝest lessoun
þat man may lere Is playnli printid in poulis booke.

a1500    Cloud of Unknowing (Harl. 2373) 122   Preynted [a1425 Harl. 674 A
soule schal fynde alle þe specyal dedes of sinne þat euer he did siþen he
was borne peyntid þer-apon].

c1540  (1400)    Gest Historiale Destr. Troy 11772   This poynt is not prynted in
proces þat are now.

1594    SHAKESPEARE Titus Andronicus IV. i. 74   Heauen guide thy pen to print thy
sorrowes plaine.

1612    R. JOHNSON Crowne-Garland Goulden Roses sig. D7,   O that my pen could
print her praise, According to her iust desert.

†5. trans. To form in a mould; to cast, shape. Obs.

1530    J. PALSGRAVE Lesclarcissement 157   A moulde, to moulde or print a thyng
in.

1558    W. WARDE tr. ‘Alessio’ Secretes (1568) 110 b,   Thinges that remain in the
fire without melting, wherein men print very well all maner of metall.

1558    W. WARDE tr. ‘Alessio’ Secretes (1568) 114 b,   Untill that turninge
downwarde the mouldes, they come out. And if in case they be not wel
printed, you may put them in agayne.

1664    H. WOOLLEY Cook's Guide 96   Mould it on a Table with a little Flower, and
roul it very thin, and print it in moulds.

1688    R. HOLME Acad. Armory III. iii. 85/1   Sugar plate, is White Sugar sifted,
White of Egs, Gum Dragon and Rose Water beaten into a Paste, then
moulded into any form, and so Print it.

1738    G. SMITH tr. Laboratory IV. 111   Work the Horn Shavings into a Mass, and
print, mould, or form it in what Shape you please.

 6. trans. colloq.

 a. To test (an object, location, etc.) for fingerprints.

1938    N. MARSH Death in White Tie  xv. 163   We'd better print the brandy-glass.

1951    A. HOCKING Death disturbs Mr. Jefferson ii. 24   Austen said to the
policeman: ‘Print all the rest of the stuff, will you?’

1971    ‘L. EGAN’ Malicious Mischief  (1972) i. 9   Dick Hunter, who had just been
made Detective again was printing the kitchen door.

2003    Modesto (Calif.) Bee (Nexis) 3 Sept. B6   The police printed the car and
were kind to the three frightened children.

 b. To record the fingerprints of (a person).

1939    Nebraska State Jrnl. 12 Jan. 3/6   Lieut. Dennison of the identification
bureau inked Jiggs' fingers in order to ‘print him’.

1957    C. MACINNES City of Spades II. xiii. 192   The screws can print you in the
nick at Brixton.

1998    Calgary (Alberta) Sun (Nexis) 10 Oct. S3   The Flames might've demanded
Mike Ricci be arrested, printed and booked on charges of theft.
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 7. intr. Firearms (orig. and chiefly U.S.). Of a bullet or
shot: to hit the target, esp. at a particular position. Also
of a gun: to fire shots which do this consistently.

1961    Webster's 3rd New Internat. Dict. Eng. Lang.,   Print, of a firearm or a
bullet: to puncture a paper target.

1965    R. A. STEINDLER Mod. ABCs of Guns xii. 166   He adjusts his scope so that
the bullets will print dead-on.

1987    Combat Handguns Aug. 10/2   While this second pistol seems to print a
little low, its accuracy is comparable to our first P85.

1994    Fighting Firearms Autumn 64/3,   I prefer my pistol to print about two
inches high at 25 meters. This allows me to see my target above the front
sight.

2003    Houston Chronicle (Nexis) 3 Aug. II. 5   Spend a few sessions with 200-
yard targets and learn exactly where your chosen cartridges and bullets
print at the longer distance.

 II. Senses relating to typography.
 8. trans.

 a. To make or produce (text, a book, a picture, etc.) by a
mechanical process involving the transfer of characters
or designs on to paper, vellum, etc., esp. from inked
blocks, types, or plates.

Originally used of the transfer of images from inked blocks, types, or plates;
later also with reference to devices producing a similar result by other
means, such as the striking of individual printing symbols against a surface,
the controlled direction of a small jet of ink, etc. Also used of the creation of
embossed symbols, without ink, for the use of the blind or visually impaired.
 
Sometimes intr. in the progressive with passive meaning.

[c1500    Love & Compl. Mars & Venus (colophon),   Thys in pryntide in
westmoster in kyng strete. For me Julianus Notarii.]

1511    H. WATSON tr. St. Bernardino Chirche of Euyll Men & Women sig. Gij,   This
present treatye hathe made to be prynted two venerable doctours of the
faculte of theologye at Parys.

1533    Gau's Richt Vay 109 (colophon)   Prentit in Malmw Be me Ihone
Hochstraten the xvi day of October Anno MD xxxiii.

1560    J. DAUS tr. J. Sleidane Commentaries f. clx, (margin)    Englishe Bibles
were printed at Paris.

1603    KING JAMES VI & I in H. Ellis Orig. Lett. Eng. Hist. 1st Ser. III. 78,   I sende
you herewith my booke latelie prentid: studdie and profite in it.

1633    W. PRYNNE Histrio-mastix To Rdr.,   They are now new-printed in farre
better paper than most Octavo or Quarto Bibles.

1656    E. LEIGH Treat. Relig. & Learning III. vii. 137   There is here printing in
England a Bible, which will exceed the French Bible, because it sets forth
all uno conspectu.

1660    F. BROOKE tr. V. Le Blanc World Surveyed 22   He procured me the Mappe
of Babylon, or Bagdet, printed upon a Cotton.

1720    London Gaz. No. 5850/3,   His Majesty's Picture, printed in natural
Colours.

1770    P. LUCKOMBE Conc. Hist. Printing 361   A Proof sheet printed Black, with the
words to be printed Red under lined.

1791    J. BOSWELL Life Johnson anno 1775 I. 502   [Johnson:] Maps were printing
in one of the rooms.

1839    A. URE Dict. Arts 217   The copper-plate printing of calico is almost exactly
the same as that used for printing engravings on paper from flat plates.

1887    Chicago Advance 19 May 306/1   She prints it herself with the cyclostyle.
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1906    L. GILES Musings Chinese Mystic 31   The philosopher's works, in Kuo
Hsiang's standard edition, were printed for the first time in the year 1005
A.D.

1953    Ann. Rev. Psychol. 4 367   A study of visually handicapped school children,
tested with an open-ended adjustment inventory printed in large print or
Braille.

1973    M. RUSSELL Double Hit xviii. 132   The newsvendors' stands stood untended:
the first editions were still printing.

1990    Nat. World Spring–Summer 46 (advt.)    Your address printed on quality,
white recycled paper.

2005    P. SOUKUP in C. H. Badaracco Quoting God xi. 233   The Bible was the first
book printed on Gutenberg's press.

 b. To mark (paper, etc.) with printed characters or
designs. Usu. in pass. Also (occas.) without construction.

1728    E. CHAMBERS Cycl. at Printing,   The wetting of the Paper ought to be done
two or three days before printing it.

1793    Faro & Rouge et Noir 73   The bankers generally furnish the punters with
slips of card printed with columns.

1867    Times 11 Dec. 12/6   In the centre is placed a slip of paper printed with
men or animals, birds or fishes.

1909    Hayward (Calif.) Rev. (Electronic text) 17 Sept. (advt.)    We can furnish
you with the very best of writing paper and envelopes, neatly printed with
your name or the name of your ranch, place of residence and date line.

1957    F. H. SENDER tr. R. J. Sender Before Noon III. xi. 393   Strolling musicians
would appear playing and singing, and selling small pink sheets of paper
printed with the words of the songs.

1991    in R. M. Rylatt Surveying Canad. Pacific p. xviii,   The pages are an ivory,
laid-surface, probably cotton-rag paper, printed with faint blue horizontal
rules.

 c. To take an impression from (a forme of type, a plate,
block, etc.); to use in printing. Also with off.

1728    E. CHAMBERS Cycl. at Printing,   Ingraving several Plates of Sandro
Boticello's Design, and printing them off this new way.

1839    Encycl. Brit. XVIII. 572/1   These machines, however, are better adapted to
printing stereotype plates, to which a curved form could be given.

a1877    E. H. KNIGHT Pract. Dict. Mech. II. 1335/2   The stone is then etched,
washed out, and printed.

1901    MRS. J. A. LOGAN 30 Years in Washington xii. 225   For many years after
the government began to issue paper money, the plates were engraved and
printed by private corporations.

1999    Post-Standard (Syracuse, N.Y.) (Nexis) 14 Oct. (Neighbors Northeast
section) 13   He showed students preliminary drawings and the process of
printing a plate.

 d. Computing. To produce a paper printout of
(information stored or accessed on a computer); cf. to
print out 2 at Phrasal verbs.

1951    R. S. CASEY & J. W. PERRY Punched Cards xxx. 479 (note)    The cards actuate
the punching of a tape which operates a teletype machine. The latter prints
data and simultaneously transmits it to a receiving station.
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1972    Computers & Humanities 7 40   Pollen analysis is now being aided by the
computer, either to compile and print the pollen profiles or to perform
statistical analysis.

1986    S. L. MANDELL Working with Applic. Software v. 81   Print-formatting
features tell the printer how to print the document.

2003    P. LOVESEY House Sitter (2004) ix. 126   What I didn't appreciate when I
printed all the files is that some of them are encrypted.

 9. trans. Of an author, editor, etc.

 a. To cause (a manuscript, book, etc.) to be printed; to
give to the press; to publish.

1530    J. PALSGRAVE Lesclarcissement 666/1   Whan wyll you printe your booke,
quant voulez vous faire imprimer vostre liure?

1669    S. STURMY Mariners Mag. VII. Aaaa ij b,   Being desired by some Friends to
Print it, I have so done.

1678    J. BUNYAN Pilgrim's Progress Author's Apol. sig. A3 ,   Some said, John,

print it; others said, Not so; At last I thought, Since you are thus divided, I
print it will.

1718    T. HEARNE Remarks & Coll. (1902) VI. 367   The chief reason was to get a
peremptory Answer from the V. Chancellor whether I should print
Neubrigensis.

1793    R. BURNS Poems (ed. 2) II. 219   A chield 's amang you, taking notes, And,
faith, he'll prent it.

1817    W. HAZLITT Characters Shakespeare's Plays 338   It [sc.  ‘Venus & Adonis’]
was the first which he printed; he might have composed it at an earlier
period.

1897    J. W. CLARK Observ. Priory Barnwell Introd. 9   My first idea was to print
the Latin text alone.

1915    W. R. THAYER Life & Lett. J. Hay p. viii,   I have been unable in several cases
to recover the original letters which she used and so I have been obliged to
rely upon the version which she printed.

1987    Jrnl. Contemp. Hist. 22 26   Though he [sc.  Churchill] printed his own
documents at some length he omitted or expurgated the replies.

 b. To express or publish (an idea, opinion, description,
etc.) in print.

?1594    H. BROUGHTON To Prince Elizabet sig. 1 ,   I could haue wished that he

woulde haue printed his opinions, that rumors myght not preuayle aboue
iudgement.

1638    R. BAKER tr. J. L. G. de Balzac New Epist. II. 23   They thinke it not enough
to doe me wrongs unlesse they print them too.

1672    DUKE OF BUCKINGHAM Rehearsal V. 52   I'l be reveng'd on them too; I will both
Lampoon and print 'em too, I gad.

1751    C. LABELYE Descr. Westm. Bridge 107   My Intention, in Printing and
distributing this Plan is to ease the Minds of many Persons.

1833    J. STORY Commentaries Constit. U.S. 704   The language of this amendment
imports no more, than that every man shall have a right to speak, write,
and print his opinions upon any subject whatsoever, without any prior
restraint.

1874    J. S. BLACKIE On Self-culture 17   Young men of course may have opinions
on many subjects, but there is no reason why they should print them.

1913    Sat. Evening Post  22 Feb. 9/3   The newspapers had printed his disgraceful
actions.

2005    Independent (Nexis) 22 Sept.,   He printed opinions on Mikhail
Gorbachev's perestroika from the 10 most famous defectors and émigrés
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living in the West.

†c. With object complement. To describe as (something)
in print; to designate in a printed statement. Obs.

1619    F. BEAUMONT & J. FLETCHER King & No King  III. sig. F4,   My safest way were
to print my selfe a coward.

1673    MILTON On New Forcers Conscience in Poems (ed. 2) 69   Men whose Life,
Learning, Faith and pure intent Would have been held in high esteem with
Paul Must now be nam'd and printed Hereticks.

1698    P. CAMPBELL Let. in J. Dunton Dublin Scuffle (1699) vii. 76,   I have no mind
either to Write or Print my self a Lyar, as some Men has done.

 10. intr. To produce text in print, or cause it to be
produced; to make use of a printing press. Of a person:
to work as a printer.

†to print upon : to print an edition of a book immediately after that
published by (the author or editor), in order to appropriate some of the
profits (obs.).

1608    BP. T. MORTON Preamble Incounter 92   Whosoeuer shall obiect error of
quotation, he may be quoted for one that is ignorant either what it is to
write, or transcribe, or to print.

c1626    H. BISSET Rolment Courtis (1920) I. 71   Ane callit Chopman, first began to
prent in Scotland.

1699    R. BENTLEY Diss. Epist. Phalaris (new ed.) Pref. p. v,   Before they ventur'd
to Print, which is [a] Sword in the Hand of a Child.

1716    T. HEARNE Remarks & Coll. (1901) V. 324   There may be danger they may
print upon you, unless you print more Copies.

1733    POPE Satires of Horace II. i. 15   In Durance, Exile, Bedlam, or the Mint,
Like Lee or B—ll, I will Rhyme and Print.

1770    P. LUCKOMBE Conc. Hist. Printing 25   [Caxton] printed likewise for Henry
VIIth.

1802    S. SMITH Wks. (1859) I. 13/2   Every man who prints, imagines he gives to
the world something which they had not before, either in matter or style.

1909    DuPage County (Illinois) Reg. 19 Nov. 1/3   We print on Wednesday next
week. Send your items in earlier, please.

1976    L. S. THOMPSON & H. C. WOODBRIDGE Printing in Colonial Spanish Amer. 46  
Jerónimo de Contreras y Alvarado, who had been printing since 1677, took
over in 1712.

2005    Times-Picayune (New Orleans) (Nexis) 26 Nov. (Money section) 1   The
Metairie Road business reopened Sept. 20 and hasn't stopped printing
since.

 11. intr.

 a. Of a manuscript or body of literary material: to run
up or amount (to so much) when in print. Usu. with up.
Now rare.

1834    J. S. MILL Let. 22 Feb. in Wks. (1963) XII. 214   We might see how much it
prints to, and then judge.

1886    M. F. TUPPER My Life as Author  282,   I wish there was space here to say
more about all this; but the great book before me would print up into
several volumes.

1996    J. T. FLEXNER Maverick's Progr. xxxxi. 401,   This [manuscript] so obviously
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—it was to print up to 390 pages—made a book unto itself that Little,
Brown drew up a new contract for three volumes.

 b. Of a block, plate, etc.: to yield an impression on
paper, etc.

1904    19th Cent. Apr. 672   Here scarcely a line has been added: but the plate
‘prints’, and the plate began by not printing.

1912    Englishwoman July 73   The line block will print well on paper on which
the delicate shades of the half~tone would be lost.

1979    SLR Camera June 41/1   For the other cases which will not print on these
medium grade papers you'll have to use harder or softer grades to produce
a result that even approaches the satisfactory.

2000    Brit. Printer (Nexis) Mar. 6   The plates print well, but there was some
resistance because printers preferred to work with the anodised aluminium
plates they were used to.

 c. To admit of being printed; to appear in print.

1951    Mod. Lang. Notes 66 104   In copy 56 the period is undamaged and prints
clearly.

1953    Northampton Dioc. Mag. Autumn 11   The spoken word rarely prints
satisfactorily.

1983    InfoWorld (Nexis) 11 July 76   The other single quote would be used as an
open quote (') on the systems where it prints differently than the
apostrophe.

1998    Epson 800 Photo Edges Jagged in comp.periphs.printers (Usenet
newsgroup) 27 Apr.,   Every photo prints out jagged around the edges.
(They print beautifully on the ‘b&w only’ LaserJet.)

 12. trans. To write (letters) separately in a style
resembling printed text. Also intr.

1837    DICKENS Pickwick Papers xxxvi. 392   ‘Mr. Weller here's a letter for
you.’ ‘It can't be from the gov'ner,’ said Sam, looking at the direction. ‘He
always prints, I know, 'cos he learnt writin' from the large bills in the
bookin' offices.’

1911    F. H. BURNETT Secret Garden ix. 85   ‘Does tha' know how to print letters?
’ ‘I know how to write.’

1960    H. LEE To kill Mockingbird (1963) I. ii. 24   We don't write in the first
grade, we print.

1980    G. LORD Fortress xvii. 133   The word that Derek had printed in large
capitals on the board was ‘Fortress’.

 III. Technical senses analogous to branch II.

 13. trans. To stamp or mark (a fabric) with a pattern or
decorative design in one or more colours. Also intr.

1588    T. HICKOCK tr. C. Federici Voy. & Trauaile f. 7 ,   Goods and marchandize

that come out of the kingdom of Cambaia, as cloth of Bumbast white,
painted, printed, great quantitie of Indico [etc.].

1600    in J. Nichols Progresses Queen Elizabeth (1823) III. 505   One coveringe
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for a Frenche gowne of lawne, embrodered all over with fountaines,
snaikes, and other devises, upon silver chamblet prented.

1614    in H. Paton Rep. Laing MSS (1914) I. 137   Ane blak phillepe and cheny
suitt printet.

1700    Act 11 & 12 Will. III c. 10   All Calicoes, painted, dyed, printed or stamped
there [i.e.  in E. Indies] shall not be worn or otherwise used within the
Kingdom of England.

1712    Act 10 Anne c. 19   There shall be Paid for and upon all Callicoes to be so
Printed, Stained, Painted or Dyed the Sum of Three Pence for every yard
in length.

1758    B. FRANKLIN Let. 19 Feb. in Wks. (1887) III. 7   There are also fifty-six yards
of cotton, printed curiously from copper plates.

1839    A. URE Dict. Arts 214   The manufacturer can print at whatever hour he
may receive an order . Under the patronage of parliament, it was easy to
buy printed calicoes.

1921    Gas Manuf., Distribution & Use (Brit. Commerc. Gas Assoc.) II. 109/1   The
‘singeing’ of cloth is a step in the bleaching process, especially when the
cloth is to be printed or dyed.

1984    A. LEE Sarah Phillips (1985) 113   When the jacket was new, it had been
puffy and stylish, with a crisp white lining printed with tiny purple pines.

2004    Philippine Daily Inquirer (Nexis) 13 Nov. III,   The bark of the tree is a
source of gum used to print calico.

 14. trans. Ceramics. To transfer (a decorative design) to
the glazed or unglazed surface of ceramic ware; to
decorate (pottery) in this way.

1772    J. WEDGWOOD Let. 17 Feb. (1965) 118   We can print the figures upon our
Vases.

1839    A. URE Dict. Arts 1017   The old plan of passing the biscuit into the muffle
after it had been printed . The [glue] cake is transferred to the surface
of the glazed ware which it is intended to print.

1839    A. URE Dict. Arts 1029   M. Saint Amans says the English surpass all other
nations in manufacturing a peculiar stoneware as also in printing blue
figures upon it.

1914    Burlington Mag. Apr. 33/2   A [porcelain] statuette of Britannia holding a
medallion with a relief bust of George II, on the pedestal of which is printed
the Prussian eagle.

2005    Herald-Express (Torquay) (Nexis) 5 Apr. 17   A Worcester blue and white
bowl printed with birds £190.

 15. Photogr.

 a. trans. To produce (a positive picture) by the
transmission of light through a negative placed
immediately upon the sensitized surface, or, in an
enlarging camera, before it; to produce (a print) of a
motion picture or from a transparency, digital image,
etc. Also with off.

1851    R. HUNT Man. Photogr. 80   The Printing Process . It is a negative
picture, a matrix which is capable of yielding a vast number of beautiful
impressions. I have had as many as fifty printed from one, and I have no
doubt that as many more might be obtained from it.

1852    Chemist 3 222/1   The positive pictures are printed off, and fixed.

1855    T. F. HARDWICH Man. Photogr. Chem. 173   It is always necessary to print
the picture some shades darker than it is intended to remain.
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1879    Times 20 Oct. 4/4   The copyright is to belong to the proprietor of the
negative from which the photograph is printed.

1915    J. B. RATHBUN Motion Picture Making ii. 36   In printing the positive film
from the negative, the teeth of the sprockets in the printing machine pass
through both films, holding them in perfect register.

1931    B. BROWN Talking Pictures x. 229   The usual method in printing is to mask
the sound track space on the unexposed film and then print off the picture.

1974    Encycl. Brit. Macropædia XII. 549/2   From this optical negative the sound
track can be printed photographically on the exhibition release prints.

1990    D. MCCULLIN Unreasonable Behaviour i. 16   It has been said that I print
my photographs too dark. How can such experiences be conveyed with a
feeling of lightness?

2003    Which? July 20/1   Features . Lets you print pictures from a digital
camera memory card.

 b. intr. Of a negative (usu. with modifying adverb): to
give rise to a photograph (in a specified way or of a
specified kind).

1852    Chemist 3 221/2   [A negative] which will, as the phrase goes, print well.

1855    T. F. HARDWICH Man. Photogr. Chem. 290   As a general rule, the best
Negatives print slowly.

1929    R. H. GOODSALL Beginner's Guide Photogr. vii. 37   A piece of printing paper
is placed in contact with the negative and the light allowed to pass through
the latter . Where there is little or no deposit on the negative it prints
dark.

1984    Elyria (Ohio) Chronicle–Telegram  12 Feb. 5/1   You first should have a
good negative with density that will print on No. 2 or No. 3 enlarging
paper.

 c. trans. To produce a positive print from (a negative).

1900    Post–Standard (Syracuse, N.Y.) 27 Mar. 8/5 (advt.)    Print your negatives
by gas or lamp light.

1913    F. A. TALBOT Pract. Cinematogr. vii. 93   An enterprising amateur who had
an excellent negative handed it over to a topical-film firm to print and
circulate.

1940    G. G. QUARLES Elem. Photogr. x. 133   When a number of negatives are to be
printed at one time, it is well to sort them into piles according to contrast.

1995    Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch 8 June D29/1   This means that a negative
printed properly at a given exposure and color setting today will need
different settings a month from now.

 16. to nature-print: see NATURE-PRINT v.

 17. trans. Electronics. To produce (a printed circuit or
component) by the bonding or etching of conductors on
an insulating board or plate.

1946    Business Week 23 Feb. 19/2 (caption)    Developed for proximity fuses,
radio circuits ‘printed’ on ceramic plates are space savers adaptable to
miniature pocket receivers.
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1958    Daily Mail 8 Sept. 8/2   Using modern techniques of etching and
engraving, a wiring circuit is actually ‘printed’ on to a flat base.

1973    DOKTER & STEINHAUER Digital Electronics vi. 227   What is printed is not
generally the whole circuit but merely the wiring connections.

2003    Western Mail (Cardiff) (Nexis) 19 Mar. (Business section) 3   Doing away
with conventional glass fibre boards, Invertek prints electronic components
and circuitry directly onto metal plates with high conductivity inks.

 18. trans. To transfer (a signal) to adjacent layers in a
reel of magnetic tape as a result of print-through. Also
intr.: (of magnetic tape or a recorded signal) to give rise
to print-through. Now rare.

1950–1    B.B.C. Quarterly  5 245/2   After a certain time, measure the level of the
signal printed on to the erased slip.

1952    Appl. Electronics Ann. 1951 43/2   Trouble occurs sometimes with the
programme ‘printing’ from one layer to another of the reel.

1958    J. TALL Techniques Magn. Recording iii. 33   Homogeneous tape
was favored until a few years ago in some parts of Europe and is still used
occasionally there. It is subject to one major fault : it ‘prints’ excessively.

1988    M. CAMRAS Magn. Recording Handbk. ii. 76 (caption)    Pre-echo and post-
echo print-through for inside wound tapes. The overlayer is printed with
the same curvature as the magnetization of the main recording.

PHRASES

  trans. to print money : to manufacture paper money;
(fig.) to make large or easy profits (esp. in to have a
licence to print money ).

1771    B. FRANKLIN Let. in Writings (1987) 1368,   I wrote and printed an anonymous
Pamphlet entituled, The Nature & Necessity of a Paper Currency . My
Friends thought fit to reward me, by employing me in printing the Money, a
very profitable Jobb.

1846    W. WHITMAN Article 3 Sept. in Gathering of Forces (1920) II. IV. 68   The
general average of the payment for labor in this country would be
nominally raised by what is called ‘making money plenty’—that is, letting
the banks print money, and doubling the amount in circulation.

1889    Century Aug. 611/2   A dozen negroes printed money on hand-presses all
day to supply the Government.

1948    Los Angeles Times 25 Dec. III. 1/2   A license to print money.

1967    Listener 21 Sept. 364/2   Lord Thomson of Fleet brought his genius for
printing money to the rescue of the Times.

1991    Economist 3 Aug. 78/2   Investors would become more aware of credit risk,
since a government in trouble could no longer print money and devalue.

2003    Village Voice (N.Y.) 19 Nov. 100/3   Even when CD sales are slack, music
publishers pretty much have a license to print money.

PHRASAL VERBS

  With adverbs in specialized senses.  to print down
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Photogr.

  trans. To transfer a photographic image
from (a negative) to a printing plate.

1923    F. T. COCKETT Photo-litho & Offset Printing 30   The
seccotined worsted will adhere to the base glass and to
the cut edges of the negatives so that the whole series
can be printed-down in one operation.

1967    E. CHAMBERS Photolitho-offset iv. 48   Further treatment
would result in a grey dot formation which would prove
unsatisfactory for printing-down to metal.

1995    Washington Post (Nexis) 14 July N49   Negative
film offers two good stops of latitude, meaning that
even an overexposed negative can be printed down to a
good photograph.

  to print in

Photogr.

  trans. To transfer (an image on a
negative) to another negative that has
already been exposed once; to produce an
additional image on (an exposed negative).
Also intr.

1929    R. H. GOODSALL Beginner's Guide Photogr. viii. 51   This
is one method by which clouds may be printed-in. The
foreground negative is exposed first, partially
developed, and then returned to the easel and the sky
portion printed in from another negative while the
foreground is screened by a card.

1956    Focal Encycl. Photogr. 910/2   To print in large areas,
such as a sky, a plain card is used to shade the
remainder of the image.

1976    M. J. ROSEN Introd. Photogr. v. 119/2   For printing in
small areas of the print, the typical tool is an opaque
mask of light cardboard or plastic with a small hole in
it. To print in, the print first is given its normal
exposure.

  to print on

  trans. To apply (a design, colouring
matter, etc.) to the surface of something
(orig. calico) by printing.
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1839    A. URE Dict. Arts 215   Four different methods are in
use for imprinting figures upon calicoes the fourth is
by a system of copper cylinders by which two, three,
four, or even five colours may be printed on in rapid
succession.

1839    A. URE Dict. Arts 241   Print-on the resist to preserve
the white.

1941    J. W. BAGLEY Aerophotogr. & Aerosurv. xii. 249   The
plotting sheets all have the same size grid of squares
(printed on with a single printing plate).

2006    www.pburch.net 28 Feb. (O.E.D. Archive),   If you
have access to screen-printing supplies, print the design
on with regular opaque screen-printing ink.

  to print out

 1. intr. Photogr. To produce an image, or
(of an image) to appear, without chemical
development; (of a photosensitive
chemical) to darken in response to light.
Also trans.: to produce an image on
(sensitized paper), or to print (an image),
without chemical development.

1882    Rep. Brit. Assoc. Advancem. Sci. 1881 595   The author
has ‘printed out’ the spectrum on chloride of silver.

1906    R. C. BAYLEY Compl. Photographer xiv. 175   In order
that P.O.P. may be sufficiently sensitive to be usable at
all, and give a rich image by printing out, it is not
sufficient that it should contain silver chloride only.

1913    HIND & RANDLES Handbk. Photomicrogr. xiv. 230   The
paper is printed-out in daylight until all detail is visible,
then developed in potassium oxalate solution.

1948    Rep. Progress Physics 11 255   When exposures are
increased by a factor of 10  to 10  the photographic

material ‘prints out’; it darkens visibly due to a process
of reduction of the emulsion grains.

1955    Sci. Monthly Mar. 163/1   On exposure to light, these
microcrystals darken, or ‘print out’, as do many silver
compounds. The light decomposes them into metallic
silver, which is black.

1965    Photogr. Jrnl. 105 285/2   A positive image is ‘printed
out’, that is, it becomes visible without chemical
development.

1993    L. STROEBEL & R. ZAKIA Focal Encycl. Photogr. (ed. 3)
379/2   The silver chloride so formed may print out
when exposed to light.
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 2. trans. To produce in or as a printout.

a1884    E. H. KNIGHT Pract. Dict. Mech. Suppl. 722/1   The
sending operator prints out his message in plain letters
at the distant end of the line, whether the receiving
operator is at the instrument or not.

1946    Man. Operation Automatic Sequence Controlled
Calculator (Harvard Computation Lab.) v. 245   It is
essential that the plugging be checked by reading in
known values and printing them out before a
computation is begun.

1977    Sci. Amer. Sept. 23/1 (advt.)    Results are displayed to
hospital personnel and printed out as reports.

1988    Canad. Geographic Feb. 54/1   Waska switches on the
fish finder, a sonar unit that prints out a profile of the
river below us.

2004    Church Times 18 June 2/1   If you don't want to read
things on screen, you can download and print out whole
pages of the paper, saved as pdfs.

print, v.
Third edition, June 2007; online version March 2011.
<http://www.oed.com:80/Entry/151481>; accessed 31 May 2011. An entry for this word
was first included in New English Dictionary, 1908.
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