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Washington Conference Principles on Nazi-Confiscated Art

Bureau of European and Eurasian Affairs

[Released in connection with The Washington Conference on Holocaust Era Assets, Washington, DC,
December 3, 1998]

In developing a consensus on non-binding principles to assist in resolving issues relating to Nazi-confiscated
art, the Conference recognizes that among participating nations there are differing legal systems and that
countries act within the context of their own laws.

1. Art that had been confiscated by the Nazis and not subsequently restituted should be identified.

2. Relevant records and archives should be open and accessible to researchers, in accordance with the
guidelines of the International Council on Archives.

3. Resources and personnel should be made available to facilitate the identification of all art that had
been confiscated by the Nazis and not subsequently restituted.

4. In establishing that a work of art had been confiscated by the Nazis and not subsequently restituted,
consideration should be given to unavoidable gaps or ambiguities in the provenance in light of the
passage of time and the circumstances of the Holocaust era.

5. Every effort should be made to publicize art that is found to have been confiscated by the Nazis and
not subsequently restituted in order to locate its pre-War owners or their heirs.

6. Efforts should be made to establish a central registry of such information.

7. Pre-War owners and their heirs should be encouraged to come forward and make known their claims
to art that was confiscated by the Nazis and not subsequently restituted.

8. If the pre-War owners of art that is found to have been confiscated by the Nazis and not
subsequently restituted, or their heirs, can be identified, steps should be taken expeditiously to
achieve a just and fair solution, recognizing this may vary according to the facts and circumstances
surrounding a specific case.

9. If the pre-War owners of art that is found to have been confiscated by the Nazis, or their heirs, can
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not be identified, steps should be taken expeditiously to achieve a just and fair solution.

10. Commissions or other bodies established to identify art that was confiscated by the Nazis and to assist
in addressing ownership issues should have a balanced membership.

11. Nations are encouraged to develop national processes to implement these principles, particularly as
they relate to alternative dispute resolution mechanisms for resolving ownership issues.
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