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Veoh’s Vexing Visitor Numbers
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By BRAD STONE Massive Product Customers: “Scram”
Demo
Here’s a little puzzle about online video sharing site Veoh.com, whose new
video player, VeohTV, I wrote about in today’s Bright Ideas column. AROUND THE WEB »
Traffic to the San Diego based company’s Web site, which is backed by 9T05MAC TECHCRUNCH UK
Time Warner and former Disney chairman Michael Eisner, significantly Apple beefs up iCloud, Amazon Rumored
. . . . e : Apple ID security withtwo-  To Be Working On
trails (')nhne r1.vals like Y.ouTube and M Space TV. But the. site is seeing step verification A$99 7-Inch Kindle
some impressive, and slightly mysterious, growth. According to the Fire HD

company, the site now gets 14.3 million visitors a month, up from 4.4
million since February, a 223 percent rise in traffic.

So what are people finding at Veoh.com that they are not getting at
YouTube and other sites?

Dmitry Shapiro, Veoh’s chief executive, said he does not know the

cause but credited good word of mouth, the high-qua]it%qﬂe“&(on (CX\ 2

service, and a six-month old program that ta}gﬁ(the\llid_eo }at e

upload to Veoh.com and copies&@tﬁ\g er 'd%{h‘ﬁ?iﬂg sites, like
BES o

YouTube and M (S ntepkcr an post to Veoh.com and be

sure they are covering all st@ other bases as well.
But there may be a little more to it than that.

Representatives at several major media companies I talked to, including
one from television network NBC, say that Veoh.com has been among the
least aggressive video sharing sites in fighting copyrighted content. The
site does two things that passively and perhaps unintentionally encourage
piracy: it imposes no time limits on uploaded clips. And unlike sites such as
YouTube and MySpace, it does not currently use digital fingerprinting
technology that automatically examines the audio tracks of video files to
identify copyrighted material. (Mr. Shapiro said the company was working
with the MPAA to find an effective filtering technology.)

As aresult, these media companies say, Veoh.com has become a haven for
pirated content just as sites like YouTube.com have gotten tough on
removing copyrighted clips. To demonstrate this claim, NBC pointed me
toward a page for its sitcom “The Office” on a German Web site known for
linking to other sites with pirated material. The page contains pointers to
six episodes, with three being hosted on Veoh.com (the other three were on
French video sharing site DailyMotion.com). The files on Veoh are given
nonsensical names, but people in the know can find them by visiting this
German link site.

Mr. Shapiro says that Veoh complies with the DMCA by taking down files
when rights-holders complain. But understandably, given this linking
scheme, many networks say they do not even know what to look for.

If Veoh is serious about striking deals with the networks to bring high
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*Sexism' Publi ming Via Twitter Leads To Two
People ir‘g}w (Including The Shamer) - Forbes
atch what you say (and Tweet) at tech

@. - Nicole Perlroth

A‘Ganonical' Image of a Drone Is a Rendering Dressed Up

in Photoshop

THEATLANTIC.COM | One of the most popular images of a
drone is false. Just because it's all over the Internet
doesn't mean it's true. - Howell Murray

Rocket Man

SPACE.COM | Amazon's Jeff Bezos, a space bulff, is
recovering from the ocean floor the Saturn V engines
that took man tothe moon. - David Streitfeld

SendGrid fires employee for outing a sexist joke
VENTUREBEAT.COM | A female evangelist posts a
developer's supposed picture and sexist comments on
Twitter. He is fired. Then she is. - Quentin Hardy
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quality versions of their programming onto VeohTV, it is probably going 5. HP's Board Wins Re-election, but Change May Be
to have to tighten its piracy controls on Veoh.com. At the very least, then Coming Anyway

we will know its impressive visitor growth is legitimate.
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