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HOW TO USE THE DICTIONARY

Learn what the dictionary tells you about words.
Get Started Now!
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THE USAGE PANEL

The Usage Panel is a group of nearly 200 prominent scholars, creative writers, journalists, diplomats, and others in occupations requiring mastery
of language. The Panelists are surveyed annually to gauge the acceptability of particular usages and grammatical constructions.

The Panelists

&
NEED HELP SOLVING A CROSSWORD PUZZLE?

Go to our Crossword Puzzle Solver and type in the letters that you know, and the Solver will produce a list of possible solutions.
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PURCHASE THE DICTIONARY

The online searchable American Heritage Dictionary includes definitions, pronunciations, etymologies, and feature notes. For further information, ;\3
including the Indo-European Roots Appendix and the Semitic Roots Appendix, you can purchase the dictionary as an iOS or an Android app—or 9 'ZO
buy the deluxe printed edition. et el &

There is a technical issue affecting the availability of The American Heritage Dictionary app on the Apple Storeég gﬁb%m
been addressed, and the developer released the app to Apple on July 29. Apple is running QualltyAs on the app, and it
is anticipated that the app will be again available in early September. 505
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OPEN DICTIONARY PROJECT c\'®
Share your ideas for new words and new meanings of old words!
Start Sharing Now!

THE 100 WORDS*
See word lists from the best-selling 100 Words Series!
Find out more!

ballistic missile
Share: ballistic missile ¥ Tweet

n.
A projectile that assumes a free-falling trajectory after an internally guided, self-powered ascent.

The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Fifth Edition copyright ©2011 by Houghton Mifflin Harcourt Publishing Company. All
rights reserved.

The American Heritage Dictionary Blog

Check out our blog, updated weekly. for new words and revised definitions. interesting images from the 5th edition, discussions of usage
and more.

Most Recent posts:

Introducing New Members of the American Heritage Dictionary Usage Panel

Defunct dicta from decades past

How is a cherry like a pea?

Turn, turn, turn
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