
1169. 

IN THE OFFICE OF THE STATE ENGINEER 

STATE OF NEV ADA 

ORDER 

1169A 

WHEREAS, on March 8, 2002, the State Engineer issued State Engineer's Order No. 

WHEREAS, Order No. 1169 was issued after an administrative hearing was held before 
the Nevada State Engineer regarding protested Applications 54055 through 54059 held by the 
Las Vegas Valley Water District, and protested Applications 63272 through 63276 and 63867 
through 63876 held by Coyote Springs Investment, LLC. 

WHEREAS, Order No. 1169 indicated that there was insufficient information to 
determine if additional water was available for appropriation under the applications and 
additional study was needed in order to make that determination. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Order No. 1169, the State Engineer ordered that all applications 
pending and any new filings for the appropriation of water from the carbonate-rock aquifer 
system within Coyote Spring Valley (Basin 210), Black Mountains Area (Basin 215), Gamet 
Valley (Basin 216), Hidden Valley (North) (Basin 217), Muddy River Springs Area a.k.a. Upper 
Moapa Valley (Basin 219), and Lower Moapa Valley (Basin 220) would be held in abeyance 
until further information was obtained by stressing the aquifer by pumping water under those 
water right permits already issued to appropriate water from the system. 

WHEREAS, Order No. 1169 ordered that a study covering a minimum five-year period 
of time during which at least 50% of the water rights then currently permitted in Coyote Spring 
Valley be pumped for at least two consecutive years. The amount of water to be pumped was 
8,050 acre-feet annually for two consecutive years. 

WHEREAS, Order No. 1169 included as study participants those certain entities 
identified as having applications for additional water rights or as currently holding water rights in 
the referenced basins, specifically, the Las Vegas Valley Water District, Southern Nevada Water 
Authority, Coyote Springs Investment, LLC, Nevada Power Company and Moapa Valley Water 
District. 

WHEREAS, on April 18, 2002, the State Engineer issued State Engineer's Ruling No. 
5115 that addressed Applications 54075 and 54076 then held by the Las Vegas Valley Water 
District in California Wash (Basin 218). Pursuant to Ruling No. 5115, the State Engineer 
indicated that additional information was necessary before large quantities of groundwater could 
be appropriated from California Wash. Application 54075 was approved subject to a monitoring 
program to be prepared in conjunction with the study ordered under Order No. 1169 and 
Application 54076 was held in abeyance until the Order No. 1169 study was completed. 

WHEREAS, by letter dated April 16, 2010, the State Engineer granted the Moapa Band 
of Paiute Indians' request to participate in the Order No. 1169 study. The Moapa Band of Paiute 
Indians' reservation is located within California Wash. The letter noted that the intent of Ruling 
No. 5115 was to include California Wash within the study area as the current evidence strongly 
supports a hydrologic connection between California Wash and the other hydrographic basins 
included in Order No. 1169. 

WHEREAS, by letter dated May 26, 2010, the Moapa Band of Paiute Indians indicated 
their concern that the pumping test itself was likely to impact resources at the Muddy River 
Springs. On June 22, 2010, the State Engineer held a meeting to discuss the pumping test and 
the Tribe's concerns. 
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WHEREAS, by letter dated July 1, 2010, the State Engineer expressed his concern that it 
had been eight years since the pumping test was ordered and the pumping requirements of the 
Order No. 1169 study had not even begun. The State Engineer noted that the final reports 
ordered under Section 7 of Order No. 1169 and updating the groundwater model under Section 8 
of the Order were only required after completion of the pumping test. However, the State 
Engineer indicated that decisions regarding future appropriations in the basins subject to Order 
No. 1169 could not be deferred indefinitely. Therefore, regardless of whether the 8,050 acre-feet 
minimum requirement was met or not, the study participants were ordered to comply with 
Sections 7 and 8 of Order No. 1169. The two-year pumping period was to commence when 
pumping and water export from well MX-5 commenced and the Section 7 report(s) were to be 
filed in the Office of the State Engineer within 180 days of completion of the first two years of 
pumping. The pumping test was expected to begin in August or September 2010 and actually 
began on November 15, 2010. The Southern Nevada Water Authority was also ordered to 
submit model simulation results showing the predicted effects of pumping both existing rights 
and current applications in Lower Meadow Valley Wash (Basin 205), Kane Springs Valley 
(Basin 206), Coyote Spring Valley (Basin 210), Black Mountains Area (Basin 215), Gamet 
Valley (Basin 216), Hidden Valley (North) (Basin 217), California Wash (Basin 218), Muddy 
River Springs Area a.k.a. Upper Moapa Valley (Basin 219), and Lower Moapa Valley (Basin 
220). The State Engineer notified all study participants that monitoring activities were to be in 
place no later than August 1, 2010. 

WHEREAS, the State Engineer has maintained information related to the pumping test 
on the Nevada Division of Water Resources website http://water.nv.gov/mapping/orderl 169/ 
and can be viewed by any member of the public. 

WHEREAS, the State Engineer believes that sufficient information has been obtained 
through the pumping test and related monitoring in order to make a determination on the 
applications pending in these basins. 

NOW THEREFORE, the State Engineer orders: 

1. The pumping test is declared completed as of December 31, 2012. 
2. In recognition of the information that has already been provided pursuant to the 

pumping test, the provisions of Section 8 of Order No. 1169 that required an update 
of Exhibit No. 54 from the July 2001 hearing is hereby rescinded. 

3. Any study participant, which includes the Las Vegas Valley Water District, Southern 
Nevada Water Authority, Coyote Springs Investment, LLC, Nevada Power Company, 
Moapa Valley Water District and Moapa Band of Paiute Indians, may file a report in 
the Office of the State Engineer in Carson City, Nevada, by June"28, 2013, addressing 
the information obtained from the study/pumping test, iwPas!s'~~pUp,1p~1g under the 
pumping test and the availability of water pursuant to Jfi~petjding-~p~iclitfol)s. 
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Dated at Carson City, Nevada 

this~ day of December , 2012 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I hereby certify that a copy of __ -=-Arn=e=n=de=d=-O=r=-=d=er:::....:N:....:.=:o.'-'l"-"1=69=----- was served: 

By U.S. certified mail, postage prepaid, on December 21. 2012 , on the following: 

Coyote Springs Investment, LLC 
Attn.: Carl Savely 
6600 N. Wingfield Pkwy. 
Sparks, NV 89436 
Certified Mail 
#7106 7808 0630 0051 4231 

Las Vegas Valley Water District 
1001 S. Valley View Blvd., MS #485 
Las Vegas, NV 89153 
Certified Mail 
#7106 7808 0630 0051 4262 

Las Vegas Valley Water District 
Attn.: John Entsminger 
1001 S. Valley View Blvd., MS #485 
Las Vegas, NV 89153 
Certified Mail 
#7106 7808 0630 0051 4378 

Las Vegas Valley Water District 
Attn.: Dana Walsh 
1001 S. Valley View Blvd., MS #485 
Las Vegas, NV 89153 
Certified Mail 
#7106 7808 0630 0051 4385 

By U.S. regular mail, postage prepaid, on December 21, 2012 , on the following: 

Law Office of George N. Benesch 
Attn.: George Benesch 
190 W. Huffaker Lane, Ste. 408 
Reno, NV 89511-2092 

Christopher A. Brown 
2014 Crawford Street, Apt. 1 
North Las Vegas, NV 89030 

Chemical Lime Company of Arizona 
P.O. Box 363068 
North Las Vegas, Nevada 89036 

City of Caliente 
Attn: Mayor 
P.O. Box 1006 
Caliente, NV 89008-1006 

Dry Lake Water, LLC 
2701 N. Tenaya Way, Suite 200 
Las Vegas, NV 89102 

Dyer, Lawerence, Penrose, 
Flaherty and Donaldson 
Attn.: Frank Flaherty 
2805 Mountain St. 
Carson City, NV 89703 

James H. Fincher 
2410 Bonita Lane 
Henderson, NV 89014 

Ely Shoshone Tribe 
# 16 Shoshone Circle 
Ely NV 89301 

Charles F. Hilfenhaus, Jr. 
4465 Denia Circle 
Las Vegas, NV 89108 

High Country News 
Attn.: Matt Jenkins 
2832 Regent Street 
Berkeley, CA 81428 
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INMC Mortgage Holdings, Inc. 
Construction Lending Division 
155 N. Lake Ave. CLCA-B 1 lth Floor 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

Las Vegas Fly Fishing Club 
2728 Tidewater Ct. 
Las Vegas, NV 89117 

Lionel Sawyer & Collins 
Attn.: Brian H. Schusterman 
50 W. Liberty Street, Suite 1100 
Reno, NV 89501 

Moapa Band of Paiute Indians 
Attn.: William Anderson, Chairman 
P.O. Box 340 
Moapa, NV 89025 

Moapa Valley Water District 
Attn.: Joe Davis 
P. 0. Box 257 
Logandale, NV 89021 

Carolyn Morrison 
895 Ripple Way 
Las Vegas, NV 89110 

Nevada Cogeneration Associates 
420 N. Nellis Blvd., #A3-117 
Las Vegas, NV 89110 

Nevada Cogeneration Associates 
Attn.: Executive Director 
P.O. Box 81378 
Bakersfield, CA 93380 

Nevada Power Company 
Craig York 
P.O. Box 230 
Las Vegas, NV 89151 

Republic Environmental Technologies, Inc. 
770 East Sahara Ave. 
Las Vegas, NV 89104 

Debra Richardson 
3601 Cambridge St. #151 
Las Vegas, NV 89109 

Southern Nevada Water Authority 
Attn.: Bill Rinne 
1001 South Valley View Blvd., 
Mail Stop #485 
Las Vegas, NV 89153 

Southern Nevada Water Authority 
Attn.: Jeff Johnson 
1001 South Valley View Blvd., 
Mail Stop #485 
Las Vegas, NV 89153 

Stewart Title of Nevada 
Attn.: Linda Jones 
3800 Howard Hughes Pkwy, Ste. 500 
Las Vegas, NV 89109-0913 

Taggart & Taggart, Ltd. 
Attn.: Paul Taggart 
108 N. Minnesota Street 
Carson City, NV 89703 

U.S. Bureau oflndian Affairs 
Western Regional 
Attn.: Barry Welch 
2600 N. Central Avenue, 4th floor 
Phoenix, AZ 85004 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
4701 N. Torrey Pines Drive 
Las Vegas, NV 89130 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Attn.: Tim Mayer 
911 NE 1 lth Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-4181 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Attn.: Michael Eberle 
911 NE I Ith Ave. 
Portland, OR 97232-4181 

cited in Center for Biological Diversity v. U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service 

No. 12-17530 archived on September 30, 2015



Certificate of Service 
Amended Order I 169 
Page 3 

United States of America 
National Park Service 
Attn.: Bill Hansen 
1201 Oakridge Dr., Suite 250 
Fort Collins, CO 80525 

U.S. National Park Service 
Attn.: Gary Karst 
601 Nevada Way 
Boulder City, NV 89005 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of the Solicitor 
Attn.: Peter Fahmy 
755 Parfet St., Suite 151 
Lakewood, CO 80215 

U.S. Department of the Interior 
Office of the Solicitor 
Attn.: Steven Palmer 
2800 Cottage Way, Room E-1712 
Sacramento, CA 95825-1890 

Ziontz, Chestnut, V amell, Berley & Slonim 
Attn.: Richard Berley 
2101 Fourth Ave., Suite 1230 
Seattle, WA 98121 

Jlt:Mordhorst, AAII 
Division of Water Resources 
Hearings Section 
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