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Plaintiff Ronald Welch timely appeals the district court’s order awarding
attorney fees to real-party-in-interest Bill LaTour, Plaintiff’s lawyer in an
underlying Social Security benefits case. We vacate the judgment and remand.
The district court correctly identified the legal standard for determining the
amount of fees to award under 42 U.S.C. § 406(b) for representing a Social
Security claimant in court: The district court must conclude that the fees granted
are reasonable under the standards set forth in Gisbrecht v. Barnhart, 535 U.S. 789
(2002), and in Crawford v. Astrue, 586 F.3d 1142 (9th Cir. 2009) (en banc). But
the district court did not comply with Crawford’s requirement that the court
"provide a concise but clear explanation of its reasons for the fee award." 586 F.3d
at 1152 (internal quotation marks omitted).
A clear explanation is particularly important here, in light of the unusual
circumstances of this case. Counsel misplaced Plaintiff’s case file, which may
have affected the duration of the case. Moreover, counsel worked
disproportionally few hours compared to the large fee awarded. On remand, the
district court shall enunciate how those and other relevant circumstances affect the
calculation of a reasonable fee.
VACATED and REMANDED. The parties shall bear their own costs on
appeal.
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