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UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS 
FOR THE NINTH CIRCUIT 

Argument Protocols 
Revised September 1, 2023 

 
 
In light of changes to public health guidelines associated with COVID-19, the 
following new protocols will apply to attorneys and unrepresented parties arguing 
before the Ninth Circuit. These protocols will be enforced beginning with hearings 
schedule for January 2024. 
 
These protocols reflect the Court’s strong preference for in-person arguments, and 
the overall improvement in health and safety conditions since the Court reopened 
to the general public in September of 2022. 
 
Unless the Court notifies parties and counsel that a case will be submitted on the 
briefs, or that a hearing will be conducted remotely, all unrepresented parties and 
counsel invited to argue before the court are expected to appear in person.  
 
If an in-person appearance would pose a hardship, the unrepresented party or 
counsel may file a motion to appear remotely. Absent exigent circumstances, such 
a motion must be filed within seven days of the calendaring notice.  
 
 
 
A. In-Person Appearances: 

• Masks are permitted but not required. Panels may require masks in the 
courtroom or for large group or high-density events. 

• No one shall enter a Ninth Circuit Courthouse if they: 
- Have first tested positive for COVID-19 within the previous 5 days, 
- Are sick and currently awaiting the results of a COVID-19 test, 
- Have had a fever within the last 24 hours, 
- Have had symptoms consistent with COVID-19 (e.g. fever or chills, 

cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or 
body aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, sore throat, 
congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, diarrhea) that have not 
improved within the previous 5 days, or 

- Have been exposed to COVID-19 within the previous 10 days, do not 
wear a high-quality mask, and have not tested negative after the 
exposure within the previous 5 days. 
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B. Notification of Potential Exposure 

• Counsel shall notify the Courtroom Deputy directly or the Clerk’s Office at 
questions@ca9.uscourts.gov if counsel or any of counsel’s attendees exhibit 
symptoms or test positive for COVID-19 within five days after an in-person 
argument. 
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