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The United States Courts for 
the Ninth Circuit consists of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Ninth Circuit, the federal trial 
and bankruptcy courts in the 15 
judicial districts within the circuit, 
and associated administrative units 
that provide various services to 
the courts.

Judicial districts within the Ninth 
Circuit include the districts of Alaska, 
Arizona, Central California, Eastern 
California, Northern California, 
Southern California, Hawaii, Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, Oregon, Eastern 
Washington, Western Washington, 
the U.S. Territory of Guam and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern 
Mariana Islands.  The establishment 
of the Ninth Circuit in 1866 began 
the development of the federal 
judicial system for the western 
United States.  It is the largest and 
busiest of federal circuits.

Judges serving on the circuit and 
district courts are known as Article 
III judges, a reference to the article 
in the Constitution establishing 
the federal judiciary.  Nominated 
by the president and confirmed 
by the Senate, Article III judges 
serve lifetime appointments upon 
good behavior.  The Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals is authorized 29 
judgeships and ended 2013 with 
two vacant positions.  For most 
of the year, the district courts of 
the circuit were authorized 112 
judgeships, 14 of which were 
vacant at the end of the year.

Federal courts also rely on senior 
circuit and senior district judges to 
assist with their workload.  These 
are Article III judges who are 
eligible to retire but have chosen 
to continue working with reduced 
caseloads.  On the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals, 16 senior circuit 
judges were at work during the 
year, sitting on merits and motions 
panels, serving on circuit and 
national judicial committees, and 
handling a variety of administrative 
matters.  In the district courts 
within the circuit, 68 senior judges 

were at work, hearing cases, 
presiding over procedural matters, 
serving on committees and 
conducting other business in 2013.

In addition to Article III judges, 
the federal bench includes Article 
I judges, who serve as magistrate 
judges in the district courts and 
bankruptcy judges in the bankruptcy 
courts. Bankruptcy judges are 
appointed by judges of the courts of 
appeals and serve terms of 14 years.  
Magistrate judges are appointed by 
the judges of each district court and 

hold their positions for eight years.  
Bankruptcy and magistrate judges 
may be reappointed.

In 2013, authorized magistrate 
judge positions in the district courts 
included 103 full-time, 10 part-
time, and 1 combined position of 
clerk of court/part-time magistrate 
judge.  Bankruptcy courts in the 
Ninth Circuit were authorized 68 
permanent and five temporary 
judgeships.  Several courts also 
utilized recalled bankruptcy and 
recalled magistrate judges.

The District of Northern Mariana 
Islands has combined the positions 
of clerk of court and part-time 
magistrate judge into a single 
position.  Heather L. Kennedy 
assumed her post as clerk of 
court on April 11, 2013, and was 
appointed as a part-time magistrate 
judge on June 13, 2013.
  
Overall, the Ninth Circuit courts 
experienced decreased caseloads 
in 2013.  Unless otherwise noted, 
statistics in this report cover the 
2013 fiscal year.

ninth circuit overview
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Judicial Council,  Advisory 
Groups and Administration

The Judicial Council of the Ninth 
Circuit is the governing body for 
federal district and bankruptcy 
courts in nine western states and 
two Pacific island jurisdictions.  The 
judicial council’s statutory mission 
is to support the effective and 
expeditious administration of justice 
and the safeguarding of fairness in 
the administration of the courts.  It 
has statutory authority to “make all 
necessary and appropriate orders 
for the effective and expeditious 
administration of justice within its 
circuit,” [28 U.S.C. § 332(d)(1)]. 

The judicial council also has been 
delegated responsibilities by the 
Judicial Conference of the United 
States, the national governing 
body for the federal courts.  These 
responsibilities include authorizing 
senior judge staffing levels and 
pay, and managing the judicial 
misconduct complaint process.

In governing the circuit, the judicial 
council relies on advisory groups 
and committees to accomplish its 
goals.  Chairs of three advisory 
groups attend council meetings as 
observers and sometimes as voting 
members.  Committee chairs report 
to the council as needed.

Newly appointed to the Judicial 
Council of the Ninth Circuit in 
2013 were Circuit Judge Richard A. 
Paez of Pasadena, California, Chief 
District Judge Raner C. Collins of 
the District of Arizona, and Senior 
District Judge Susan Y. Illston of the 
Northern District of California.  
Circuit Judge Richard R. Clifton of 
Honolulu and Chief District Judge 
Ralph R. Beistline of the District 
of Alaska were appointed to serve 
on the Judicial Council Executive 
Committee.  

New judicial council observers 
include Chief District Judge 
Ann L. Aiken of the District of 
Oregon, District Judge Audrey 
B. Collins of the Central District 
of California, Chief Bankruptcy 
Judge Christopher M. Klein of 
the Eastern District of California, 
District Court Clerk Terry Nafisi of 
the Central District of California, 
District and Bankruptcy Court 
Clerk Elizabeth “Libby” Smith of the 
District of Idaho, Chief Probation 
Officer Richard A. Ertola of the 
Eastern District of California, and 
Chief Pretrial Services Officer 
George Walker of the Central 
District of California.

Under the Rules for Judicial-
Conduct and Judicial-Disability 
Proceedings, the Judicial Council 
of the Ninth Circuit considers 

petitions for review of the 
chief judge’s orders in judicial 
misconduct complaints.  In 2013, 
there were 40 petitions for review 
filed and all 40 petitions were 
resolved by the judicial council.	

Conference of Chief  District 
Judges

The Conference of Chief District 
Judges advises the Judicial Council 
of the Ninth Circuit regarding the 
administration of justice in the 
circuit’s 15 district courts.  The 
conference, which meets twice 
a year, is comprised of the chief 
district judge of each district.  
Chief District Judge Frances Marie 
Tydingco-Gatewood of the District 
of Guam served as chair from 2012 
to 2013.  She was succeeded by 
Chief District Ann L. Aiken of the 
District of Oregon, who will chair 
the conference until February 2014.
Elevated to chief district judge 
during the year were Judges Dana 
L. Christensen of the District of 
Montana and Raner C. Collins of 
the District of Arizona.

Conference of Chief 
Bankruptcy Judges

The Conference of Chief 
Bankruptcy Judges advises the 
Judicial Council of the Ninth 
Circuit on the administration of 
the bankruptcy courts within the 

judicial council 
& administration
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circuit.  The conference, which also 
meets twice per year, consists of the 
chief bankruptcy judge from each 
district, the chief bankruptcy judge 
of the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel and a recalled 
bankruptcy judge representative.  
Chief Bankruptcy Judge Frank L. 
Kurtz of the Eastern District of 
Washington chaired the conference 
from October 2012 to September 
2013.  He was succeeded by Chief 
Bankruptcy Judge Christopher 
M. Klein of the Eastern District 
of California, who will chair the 
conference until September 2014.

Judge Randolph J. Haines of the 
District of Arizona was elevated 
to chief bankruptcy judge of the 
district, and Judge Randall L. Dunn 
of District of Oregon was elevated 
to chief judge of the Bankruptcy 
Appellate Panel or BAP.

Magistrate Judges Executive 
Board

The Magistrate Judges Executive 
Board communicates to the Judicial 
Council of the Ninth Circuit 
on behalf of the more than 115 
full-time, part-time and recalled 
magistrate judges serving in the 
district courts.  The 15-member 
board meets twice a year and 
holds a session with all magistrate 
judges at the Ninth Circuit Judicial 
Conference.  Chief Magistrate 
Judge Candy W. Dale of the District 
of Idaho succeeded Magistrate 
Judge David K. Duncan of the 
District of Arizona, as chair of the 
board.  Her term began in July 
2012 and will expire in July 2014.

Clerks of Court

Day-to-day management of 
the courts rests with the chief 
judges and clerks and/or district 
executives of the court of appeals 
and each of the district and 
bankruptcy courts of the circuit.  
The clerks’ offices process new 

cases and appeals, handle docketing 
functions, respond to procedural 
questions from the public and bar, 
and provide adequate judicial staff 
resources.  The clerk of court for 
the court of appeals also supervises 
the work of the Circuit Mediation 
Office and the Office of the 
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Staff Attorneys, which includes 
the research, motions, case 
management and pro se litigation 
units.  The Office of the Appellate 
Commissioner, also in the Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals Clerk’s 
Office, reviews Criminal Justice 
Act vouchers for cases that come 
before the court of appeals.

Associated Court Units

Ninth Circuit courts also rely 
on several important court-
related agencies to ensure the 
fair administration of justice.  
The district courts maintain 
oversight of U.S. Probation and 
Pretrial Services offices.  Pretrial 
services officers are responsible 
for background investigations and 
reports on defendants awaiting 
trial, while probation officers 
supervise persons convicted of 
federal crimes after their release 
into the community.  All but one 
judicial district in the circuit is 
served by either federal public 
defender or community defenders, 
who represent indigent defendants 
unable to afford private counsel.  
Indigent defendants in the District 
of Northern Mariana Islands are 
represented by private attorneys 
provided by the District of Guam 
and paid through the federal 
Criminal Justice Act.

Circuit Libraries

The Ninth Circuit Library System 
assists judges, attorneys, court 
staff and the public through a 
network of 24 law libraries housed 
in courthouses throughout the 

western states.  The primary 
mission of court librarians is 
to provide research services to 
judges and their staff.  Research 
librarians assist law clerks on 
case-related research by providing 
guidance and recommendations, 
offering training opportunities, 
and performing direct research on 
more complex topics.  Librarians 
also conduct research to assist 
court executives and judges in the 
administration of local courts and 
on matters involving committees 
of the Judicial Council of the Ninth 
Circuit and the Judicial Conference 
of the U.S.  Library resources are 
also made available to the bar and 
public with the level of access 
determined by local judges.

Office of the Circuit 
Executive

The Office of the Circuit Executive 
provides staff support to the 
Judicial Council of the Ninth 
Circuit and implements the 
council’s administrative decisions 
and policies.  By statute, the circuit 
executive is the administrative 
assistant to the chief judge of the 
circuit and secretary to the council.  
The circuit executive and her 
staff assist in identifying circuit-
wide needs, conducting studies, 
developing and implementing 
policies, and providing training, 
public information and human 
resources support.  Circuit 
executive staff also coordinates 
building and automation projects, 
and advises the council on 
procedural and ethical matters.  
The Office of the Circuit 

Executive provides management 
and technical assistance to courts 
within the circuit upon request.  It 
also administers the Ninth Circuit 
Judicial Conference.

Lawyer Representatives

Judges of the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals and of each of the 
15 district courts of the circuit 
appoint  lawyer representatives.  
Lawyer representatives serve 
as a liaison between the federal 
bench and bar, fostering open 
communications between judges 
and lawyers, and providing support 
and advice in the functioning 
of the courts within the circuit.  
Attorneys serving as lawyer 
representatives work closely with 
district, bankruptcy and magistrate 
judges in their home districts.  
They participate as members of 
various committees and help plan 
local district conferences, often 
serving as speakers or facilitators.  
Lawyer representatives also help 
plan the annual Ninth Circuit 
Judicial Conference, which is 
convened “for the purpose of 
considering the business of the 
courts and advising means of 
improving the administration of 
justice within the circuit,” pursuant 
to 28 U.S.C. § 333.
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Chief Judge Alex Kozinski and Circuit and 
Court of Appeals Executive Cathy Catterson 
address newly appointed judges at the 2013 
Ninth Circuit New Judges Orientation.

JUDICIAL
TRANSITIONS

Bankruptcy Judge Brenda Moody Whinery of the District of 
Arizona attends the 2013 New Judges Orientation held in 
San Francisco.
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Jennifer A. Dorsey was confirmed as a district 
judge for the United States District 
Court for the District of Nevada 
on July 9, 2013, and received her 
commission on the same day.  
Prior to her appointment, Judge 
Dorsey had been with the law firm 
of Kemp, Jones & Coulthard LLP 

in Las Vegas.  She joined the firm in 1997 and became 
an equity partner in 2004.  She also worked 
previously as a law clerk for Totaro & Shanahan in 
Santa Ana, California, from 1996 to 1997.  Judge 
Dorsey received her B.A. in 1994 from the 
University of Nevada at Las Vegas, graduating cum 
laude, and her J.D. in 1997, also cum laude, from 
Pepperdine University School of Law, where she was 
a staff member of the Pepperdine Law Review.  She 
served as a congressional intern for U.S. Senator 
Richard Bryan and as a judicial extern for Circuit 
Judge Stephen Reinhardt of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.  Judge Dorsey 
maintains chambers in Las Vegas.

Andrew P. Gordon was confirmed as a district judge 
for the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Nevada on March 11, 
2013, and received his commission 
on March 12, 2013.  Prior to his 
appointment to the bench, Judge 
Gordon had worked with the law 
firm of McDonald Carano Wilson 

LLP in Las Vegas.  He joined the firm in 1994 and had 
served as a partner since 1997.   Before that, he 
engaged in private practice at the law firm of Dawson 
& Associates in Las Vegas from 1992 to 1994 and at the 
law firm of Streich Lang Weeks & Cardon in Phoenix 
from 1987 to 1992.  Judge Gordon received his B.A. 
in 1984 from Claremont McKenna College, where he 
graduated cum laude, and his J.D. from Harvard Law 
School in 1987.  He maintains chambers in Las Vegas.

Michael J. McShane was confirmed as a district 
judge for the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Oregon on May 20, 
2013, and received his commission 
on May 30, 2013.  Prior to his 
appointment to the federal bench, 
Judge McShane had served as a judge 
of the Oregon Circuit Court, Fourth 

Judicial District, in Multnomah County since 2001.  He 
served on Oregon’s Death Penalty Panel from 2003 to 
2012 and served as a circuit court judge pro tem in 
Multnomah County from 1997 to 2001.  Prior to that, 
he held several positions, including staff attorney, senior 
felony attorney, and misdemeanor supervisor, at the 
Metropolitan Public Defender Services, Inc., in 
Portland, Oregon, from 1988 to 1997.  Judge McShane 
received his B.A., magna cum laude, from Gonzaga 
University in 1983, and his J.D., with honors, from 
Northwestern School of Law of Lewis and Clark 
College in 1988.  He maintains chambers in Eugene.

Brian M. Morris was confirmed as a district judge for 
the U.S. District Court for the District of Montana on 
December 12, 2013, and received his commission on 
December 17, 2013.  Prior to his appointment to the 
federal bench, he had served as justice of the Montana 
Supreme Court since 2005.  He had served previously 
as solicitor for the State of Montana since 2001 and as 
a senior legal officer for United Nations Compensation 
Commission from 2000 to 2001.  Judge Morris engaged 
in private practice at the law firm of Goetz, Madden & 
Dunn, PC, in Bozeman from 1995 to 2000 and was a 
legal assistant for the Iran-United States Claims Tribunal 
in The Hague from 1994 to 1995.  Judge Morris received 
both his B.A. and M.A. from Stanford University in 1987 
and his J.D., with distinction, from Stanford Law School 
in 1992.  He clerked for Judge John T. Noonan, Jr., of the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit from 1992 to 
1993 and for Chief Justice William H. Rehnquist of the 
U.S. Supreme Court from 1993 to 1994.  Judge Morris 
maintains chambers in Great Falls.

NEW DISTRICT JUDGES



9

Troy L. Nunley was confirmed as a district judge
					     for the U.S. District Court for the 

Eastern District of California on 
March 23, 2013, and received his 
commission on March 26, 2013.  
Prior to his appointment to the 
federal bench, Judge Nunley had 
served as a judge for the 

Sacramento County (California) Superior Court 
since 2002.  Prior to coming onto the bench, he had 
served as a deputy attorney general of the Criminal 
Division in the Office of the Attorney General for 
the State of California since 1999.  He also worked 
as a deputy district attorney for Sacramento County 
from 1996 to 1999 and as a deputy district attorney 
for Alameda County from 1991 to 1994.  Judge 
Nunley received his B.A. from St. Mary’s College in 
1986 and his J.D. from the University of California, 
Hastings College of the Law, in 1990.  He maintains 
chambers in Sacramento. 

Beverly Reid O’Connell was confirmed as a 
district judge for the U.S. District 
Court for the Central District of 
California on April 15, 2013, and 
received her commission on 
April 30, 2013.  Prior to her 
appointment to the federal bench, 
Judge O’Connell had served as a 

judge for the Los Angeles County Superior Court.  
She was appointed to the state court in 2005 and 
elevated to supervising judge in 2011.  Earlier in her 
career, Judge O’Connell held several positions in the 
Office of the U.S. Attorney for the Central District 
of California, including senior litigation counsel, 
Organized Crime Strike Force, from 2003 to 2005; 
deputy chief, General Crimes Section, from 1999 
to 2003; and assistant U.S. attorney from 1995 to 
2005.  She began her career as an associate at the Los 
Angeles law firm of Morrison & Foerster from 1990 
to 1995.  Judge O’Connell received her B.A. from 
the University of California, Los Angeles, in 1986 and 

her J.D. in 1990 from Pepperdine University School 
of Law, where she graduated magna cum laude and 
served as managing editor of the Pepperdine Law 
Review.  She maintains chambers in Los Angeles.

Fernando M. Olguin was confirmed as a district 
judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the Central District of 
California on December 17, 2012, 
and received his commission on 
January 16, 2013.  Judge Olguin 
had previously served as a 
magistrate judge for the Central 

District of California since 2001.  He came onto the 
bench after engaging in private practice as a partner 
at Traber, Voorhees & Olguin in Pasadena, California, 
from 1995 to 2001.  Earlier in his career, Judge 
Olguin worked as a national director of the Mexican-
American Legal Defense and Educational Fund’s 
Education Program from 1994 to 1995 and as a trial 
attorney for the Civil Rights Division of the U.S. 
Department of Justice from 1991 to 1994.  Judge 
Olguin received his B.A. from Harvard University in 
1985, his M.A. from the University of California, 
Berkeley, in 1989, and his J.D. from UC Berkeley 
Law, also in 1989.  Following law school, Judge 
Olguin clerked for Senior District Judge Charles A. 
Muecke of the U.S. District Court for the District of 
Arizona from 1989 to 1991.  He maintains chambers 
in Los Angeles.
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William H. Orrick, III, was confirmed as a district 
judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of 
California on May 15, 2013, and 
received his commission on 
May 16, 2013.  Prior to his 
appointment to the bench, Judge 
Orrick had served as special 

counsel at the San Francisco law firm of Coblentz, 
Patch, Duffy & Bass LLP, where he had engaged in 
private practice for over 25 years.  He joined the 
firm as an associate in 1984 then became a partner in 
1988.  From 2009 to 2012, he worked for the U.S. 
Department of Justice as a counselor to the assistant 
attorney general in the Civil Division then as a deputy 
assistant attorney general for the Civil Division's 
Immigration Litigation Unit.  Judge Orrick received 
his B.A., cum laude, from Yale University in 1976 and 
his J.D., cum laude, from Boston College Law School 
in 1979.  He is the son of the late U.S. District Judge 
William H. Orrick, Jr., who served on the Northern 
District bench from 1974 to 2003.  Judge Orrick 
maintains chambers in San Francisco.

Jon S. Tigar was confirmed as a district judge for the 
U.S. District Court for the 
Northern District of California on 
December 21, 2012, and received 
his commission on January 18, 
2013.  Prior to his appointment to 
the federal bench, Judge Tigar had 
served as a judge of the Alameda 

County (California) Superior Court since 2002.  Prior 
to coming onto the bench, Judge Tigar had engaged in 
private practice at the San Francisco law firm of Keker 
& Van Nest LLP.  He joined the firm in 1994 and 
became a partner in 1997.  Earlier in his career, he 
served as a trial attorney in the Office of the Public 
Defender in San Francisco from 1993 to 1994 and 
worked as a litigation associate at the San Francisco 
law firm of Morrison & Foerster LLP from 1990 to 

1992.  Judge Tigar received his B.A. from Williams 
College in 1984 and his J.D. from the University of 
California, Berkeley, School of Law, in 1989.  
Following law school, he clerked for Judge Robert S. 
Vance of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 11th 
Circuit.  He maintains chambers in San Francisco.

Derrick Kahala Watson was confirmed as a district 
judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Hawaii on 
April 18, 2013, and received his 
commission on April 23, 2013.  
Prior to his appointment to the 
bench, Judge Watson had served 
in the Office of the U.S. Attorney 

for the District of Hawaii as an assistant U.S. attorney 
from 2007 to 2009 and as chief of the Civil Division 
from 2009 to 2013.  He also served as an assistant 
U.S. attorney in the Northern District of California 
from 1995 to 2000 and was the deputy chief of the 
Civil Division from 1999 to 2000.  Judge Watson 
joined the law firm of Farella Braun & Martel LLP 
in San Francisco in 2000 and became a partner in 
2003.  He began his legal career at the law firm of 
Landels, Ripley & Diamond LLP in San Francisco, 
where he was an associate from 1991 to 1995.  Judge 
Watson received his A.B. from Harvard College 
in 1988 and his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 
1991.  A Hawaiian native, he is a 1984 graduate of 
the Kamehameha Schools in Honolulu, where he 
maintains chambers.

NEW DISTRICT JUDGES continued
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NEW BANKRUPTCY JUDGES

Susan P.  Watters was confirmed as a district judge 
for the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Montana on December 
12, 2013, and received her 
commission on December 18, 
2013.  Judge Watters had served as 
a judge of the Montana District 
Court, 13th Judicial District, since 

1998.  Prior to her appointment to the state bench, 
Judge Watters had worked as a senior associate at 
Hendrickson, Everson, Noennig & Woodward, PC, in 
Billings, Montana, since 1996 and was a sole 
practitioner of Watters Law Firm from 1995 to 1996.  
Judge Watters served as a deputy county attorney for 
the Yellowstone County Attorney’s Office from 1989 
to 1995.  She received her B.A., with honors, from 
Eastern Montana College, now Montana State 
University, in 1980, and her J.D. from the University 
of Montana School of Law in 1988.  Judge Watters 
maintains chambers in Billings.

Eddward P. Ballinger was appointed a bankruptcy 
judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy 
Court for the District of Arizona on 
February 15, 2013. Prior to his 
appointment, Judge Ballinger had 
been a judge of the Maricopa 
County (Arizona) Superior Court 
since 1998.  He served on the 

Maricopa County Juvenile Court from 2010 to 2013 
and on the Maricopa County Criminal Court as an 
associate presiding judge from 2000 to 2002 and as the 
presiding judge from 2002 to 2005.  Before coming 
onto the state court bench, Judge Ballinger had 
worked at Brown and Bain P.A., now Perkins Coie, in 
Phoenix, as an associate from 1981 to 1986 and as a 
partner from 1986 to 1998.  Judge Ballinger 
graduated from Ohio State University, receiving his 
B.A., with honors, in 1976, and his M.B.A. and J.D. in 
1979. He received an LL.M. from New York University 
in 1981. He maintains chambers in Phoenix.

Hannah L. Blumenstiel was appointed a bankruptcy 
judge for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court 
for the Northern District of 
California on February 11, 2013.  
Prior to coming onto the bench, 
Judge Blumenstiel had practiced 
with Winston & Strawn LLP in San 
Francisco.  She joined the firm in 

2003 and had been a partner since 2008.  She also 
worked as an associate at Murphy Sheneman Julian & 
Rogers, now Winston & Strawn LLP, from 2001 to 
2003.  She clerked for Judge Donald E. Calhoun, Jr., of 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Southern District of 
Ohio from 2000 to 2001 and for Judge Charles M. 
Caldwell from 1998 to 2001.  Judge Blumenstiel 
worked as an intern and an assistant attorney general in 
the Office of the Attorney General for the State of Ohio 
from 1996 to 1998.  Judge Blumenstiel received her 
B.A. from Ohio State University in 1992 and her J.D. in 
1997 from Capital University Law School in Columbus, 
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NEW BANKRUPTCY JUDGES continued

Ohio, where she served as a member of the Order of 
the Barristers and on the school’s National Moot Court 
Team.  She maintains chambers in San Francisco.

Daniel P. Collins was appointed a bankruptcy judge 
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Arizona on January 
18, 2013.  Prior to his appointment, 
he had been a partner since 2004 at 
Collins, May, Potenza, Baran & 
Gillespie in Phoenix, serving on the 
firm’s management committee until 

2012.  His earlier career also included private practice 
in Phoenix as a partner at Leonard, Collins & Kelly, 
P.C., from 1994 to 1993, and as an associate then 
partner at Rawlins, Burrus, Lewkowitz & Feinstein, 
P.C., from 1983 to 1994.  He had served as an 
arbitrator on commercial panels for the American 
Arbitration Association since the 1990s and as a 
mediator in bankruptcy and state court matters prior to 
his appointment.  Judge Collins received his B.S. from 
the University of Arizona in 1980 and his J.D. in 1983 
from UA James E. Rogers College of Law, where he 
was part of the Moot Court Travel Team during his third 
year of law school.  He maintains chambers in Phoenix.

Frederick Corbit was appointed a bankruptcy judge 
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Eastern District of Washington 
on September 19, 2013.  Prior to his 
appointment, Judge Corbit had 
worked as a senior attorney for 
Northwest Justice Project in Seattle 
since 2007.  He engaged in private 

practice as a partner at the former Heller Ehrman LLP 
in Seattle from 1989 to 2007.  Judge Corbit received his 
B.A., magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa, from the 
University of Washington in 1977 and his J.D. from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, School of Law, in 
1980.  He clerked for Judge Kenneth Treadwell of the 
U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the Western District of 

Washington and for Chief Justice Robert Utter of the 
Washington State Supreme Court.  Judge Corbit 
completed a program on negotiation at Harvard Law 
School and received a mediation certificate in 2005.  He 
maintains chambers in Spokane.

Laurel E. Davis was appointed a bankruptcy judge for 
the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
District of Nevada on July 12, 2013.  
Prior to her appointment, she had 
engaged in private practice as director 
at the law firm of Fennemore Craig, 
P.C., in Las Vegas since 2007.  Before 
that, she worked at Lionel Sawyer & 

Collins in Las Vegas as a partner from 1994 to 2007 and 
as an associate from 1987 to 1993.  Judge Davis received 
her B.S. from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas, in 
1983 and her J.D., magna cum laude, from the University 
of San Diego School of Law in 1987.  She maintains 
chambers in Las Vegas.

August B. Landis was appointed a bankruptcy judge 
for the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the District of Nevada on November 
27, 2013.  Before coming onto the 
bench, Judge Landis had served in 
the U.S. Trustee Program of the 
Department of Justice since 2005 
and had been the acting U.S. trustee 

for Region 17 since 2010.  Earlier in his career, Judge 
Landis had practiced at Whitfield & Eddy, P.L.C., in Des 
Moines, Iowa, as a member attorney from 1996 to 2005 
and as an associate attorney from 1990 to 1995.  He 
also had been an associate at Neiman, Neiman, Stone & 
Spellman, PC, in Des Moines from 1987 to 1989.  
Judge Landis received his B.S. from Drake University in 
1984 and his J.D. in 1987 from Drake Law School, 
where he served as a staff member of the Drake Law 
Review.  He maintains chambers in Las Vegas.
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NEW MAGISTRATE JUDGES

Brenda Moody Whinery was appointed a 
bankruptcy judge for the U.S. 
Bankruptcy Court for the District 
of Arizona on February 1, 2013.  
Prior to her appointment, Judge 
Whinery had been a partner at 
Mesch, Clark & Rothschild, P.C., in 
Tucson since 2002.  She served as 

the U.S. trustee for the District of Arizona from 1998 
to 2002.  Prior to her public service, Judge Whinery 
worked as an associate in 1985 and became a partner 
in 1991 at the Phoenix law firm of Ryley, Carlock & 
Applewhite.  She received her B.S., with high 
distinction, from the University of Arizona in 1982 
and her J.D. in 1985 from the UA James E. Rogers 
College of Law, where she was the note editor of the 
Arizona Law Review.  Judge Whinery maintains 
chambers in Tucson.

Nancy J. Koppe was appointed a magistrate judge 
for the U.S. District Court for the 
District of Nevada on January 1, 
2013.  Prior to her appointment, 
Judge Koppe had served as an 
assistant U.S. attorney for the 
Office of the U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Nevada since 2000.  She 

served as an assistant district attorney in Philadelphia 
from 1992 to 2000.  Judge Koppe received her B.A. 
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1989 and her 
J.D. from Cornell Law School in 1992.  She served as 
chair of the Ninth Circuit’s Lawyer Representatives 
Coordinating Committee in 2012 and as a member of 
the Ninth Circuit’s Conference Executive Committee 
from 2010 to 2012.  Judge Koppe maintains chambers 
in Las Vegas.

Douglas F. McCormick was appointed a magistrate 
judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the Central District of 
California on August 23, 2013.  
Prior to his appointment, Judge 
McCormick had served as an 
assistant U.S. attorney in the Office 
of the U.S. Attorney for the Central 

District of California since 2001 and had held the 
position of deputy chief since 2007.  He engaged in 
private practice at Latham & Watkins in Costa Mesa, 
California, from 1997 to 2001.  He clerked for Circuit 
Judge Charles E. Wiggins of the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit from 1996 to 1997 and for 
District Judge Gary L. Taylor of the U.S. District 
Court for the Central District of California from 1995 
to 1996.  Judge McCormick received his B.A., magna 
cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa, from the University of 
California, Irvine, in 1991 and his J.D. in 1995 from 
the UCLA School of Law, where he was a member of 
the Order of the Coif.  He maintains chambers in 
Santa Ana.
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NEW MAGISTRATE JUDGES continued

John T. Rodgers was appointed a magistrate judge 
for the U.S. District Court for the 
Eastern District of Washington on 
September 1, 2013.  Prior to 
coming onto the bench, Judge 
Rodgers had served as director of 
the Spokane County Public 
Defender’s Office since 2003.  He 

served as a criminal defense attorney in state and 
federal courts in Washington State from 1978 to 2003.  
Judge Rodgers received his B.A. in English literature 
and B.A. in business administration from the 
University of  Washington in 1975 and his J.D. from 
Gonzaga University School of Law in 1978.  He 
maintains chambers in Spokane.

Alka Sagar was appointed a magistrate judge for the 
U.S. District Court for the Central 
District of California on August 21, 
2013.  Judge Sagar is the first 
woman of Indian-American descent 
to serve as a federal judge.  Prior to 
her appointment, she had served 
since 1987 as an assistant U.S. 

attorney for the Office of the U.S. Attorney in the 
Central District of California, where she had held the 
positions of deputy chief of the Major Frauds Section 
since 2001 and deputy chief of the Major Crimes 
Section since 1991.  Judge Sagar served as judge pro 
tem for the Los Angeles County Superior Court from 
2004 to 2006.  She engaged in private practice in Los 
Angeles as an associate at Bronson, Bronson & 
McKinnon from 1984 to 1986 and at Solish, Jordan & 
Weiner from 1986 to 1987.  Judge Sagar received her 
B.A., summa cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa, from the 
University of California, Los Angeles, in 1981 and her 
J.D. from the UCLA School of Law in 1984.  She 
maintains chambers in Los Angeles.
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NEW SENIOR JUDGES

Judge Richard F. Cebull was confirmed as a district 
judge for the District of Montana on 
July 20, 2001, and received his 
commission on July 25, 2001.  He 
served as chief judge of the district 
from 2008 to 2013.  Judge Cebull 
assumed senior status on March 18, 
2013, and retired from the bench on 

May 3, 2013.  Prior to his appointment, he served as a 
magistrate judge for the District of Montana from 1998 
to 2001.  Judge Cebull engaged in private practice as a 
partner at Brown, Gerbase, Cebull, Fulton, Harman & 
Ross in Billings, Montana, from 1972 to 1998 and as a 
partner at Longan, Holmstrom & Cebull, also in 
Billings, from 1969 to 1972.  Judge Cebull received his 
B.A. from Montana State University in 1966 and his 
J.D. from the University of Montana School of Law in 
1969.  He maintained chambers in Billings.

Judge Raymond C. Fisher was confirmed as a circuit 
judge for the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit on October 5, 
1999, and received his commission 
on October 12, 1999.  He assumed 
senior status on March 31, 2013.  
Prior to his appointment to the 
bench, Judge Fisher had served as an 

associate attorney general for the U.S. Department of 
Justice since 1997.  He served as president of the 
California Police Commission in Los Angeles from 1995 
to 1997; as deputy general counsel for the Independent 
Commission on the Los Angeles Police Department in 
1990; and as member of the L.A. City Civil Service 
Commission from 1984 to 1989.  Judge Fisher received 
his B.A. from the University of California, Santa 
Barbara, in 1961 and his LL.B. from Stanford Law 
School in 1966.  Following law school, he clerked for 
Judge J. Skelly Wright of the U.S. Court of Appeals for 
the D.C. Circuit from 1966 to 1967 and for Associate 
Justice William J. Brennan, Jr., of the Supreme Court of 
the United States from 1967 to 1968.  He maintains 
chambers in Pasadena. 

Judge Irma E. Gonzalez was confirmed and 
received her commission as a 
district judge for the U.S. District 
Court for the Southern District of 
California on August 12, 1992.  She 
served as chief judge of the district 
from 2005 to 2012.  Judge 
Gonzalez assumed senior status on 

March 29, 2013, and retired from the bench on 
October 25, 2013.  Prior to her appointment, Judge 
Gonzalez had served as a judge of the San Diego 
County Superior Court since 1991 and as a U.S. 
magistrate judge for the Southern District of 
California from 1984 to 1991.  She worked as an 
associate at the law firm of Seltzer, Caplan, Wilkins 
and McMahon in San Diego from 1981 to 1984.  
Judge Gonzalez served as an assistant U.S. attorney for 
the Central District of California from 1979 to 1981 
and for the District of Arizona from 1975 to 1979.  
She received her B.A. from Stanford University in 
1970 and her J.D. from the University of Arizona 
School of Law in 1973.  Following law school, she 
clerked for Judge William C. Frey of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Arizona from 1973 to 1975.  
She maintained chambers in San Diego.

Judge Susan Y. Illston was confirmed as a district 
judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of 
California on May 25, 1995, and 
received her commission on 
May 26, 1995.  She assumed senior 
status on July 1, 2013.  Prior to her 
appointment to the bench, she had 

engaged in private practice at Cotchett, Illston and 
Pitre in Burlingame, California, since 1973.  Judge 
Illston received her B.A., summa cum laude, from 
Duke University in 1970 and her J.D., Phi Beta Kappa, 
from Stanford Law School in 1973.  She maintains 
chambers in San Francisco.
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NEW SENIOR JUDGES continued

Judge Frederick J. Martone was confirmed as a 
district judge for the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Arizona on 
December 13, 2001, and received his 
commission on December 21, 2001.  
He assumed senior status on January 
30, 2013.  Prior to his appointment 
to the federal bench, Judge Martone 

had served as justice of the Arizona Supreme Court since 
1992 and as judge of the Maricopa County (Arizona) 
Superior Court from 1985 to 1992.  Prior to that, he 
engaged in private practice in Phoenix from 1973 to 
1985.  Judge Martone received his B.S. from College of 
Holy Cross in 1965, his J.D. from Notre Dame Law 
School in 1972, and his LL.M. from Harvard Law School 
in 1975.  He maintains chambers in Phoenix.

Judge Roslyn O. Silver was confirmed as a district 
judge for the U.S. District Court for 
the District of Arizona on October 
7, 1994, and received her 
commission on October 11, 1994.  
She served as chief district judge 
from 2011 to 2013 before assuming 
senior status on September 3, 2013.  

Prior to coming onto the bench, she served as chief of 
the Criminal Division in the Office of the U.S. Attorney 
for the District of Arizona from 1989 to 1994 and from 
1980 to 1984, and as an assistant U.S. attorney from 
1986 to 1994.  Earlier in her career, she worked as a 
trial attorney for the U.S. Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, a partner in a Phoenix law 
firm, in-house labor counsel for Greyhound Corp., and 
as an advisor and litigator for the Education Division of 
the Native American Rights Fund, Navajo Nation.  
Judge Silver received her B.A. from the University of 
California, Santa Barbara in 1968 and her J.D. from 
Arizona State University College of Law in 1971.  She 
clerked for Justice Lorna Lockwood of the Arizona 
Supreme Court from 1971 to 1972.  Judge Silver 
maintains chambers in Phoenix.

Judge Lonny R. Suko was confirmed as a district 
judge for the U.S. District Court 
for the Eastern District of 
Washington on July 15, 2003, and 
received his commission on July 16, 
2003.   He served as chief judge of 
the district from 2009 to 2011 and 
assumed senior status on November 

1, 2013.  Prior to his appointment to the bench, he 
had served as a magistrate judge for the Eastern 
District of  Washington from 1995 to 2003 and as a 
part-time magistrate judge for the district from 1971 
to 1991.  Before joining the federal bench, Judge Suko 
engaged in private practice as an associate then 
partner at Lyon, Weigand, Suko and Gustafson, P.S., in 
Yakima from 1969 to 1995.  He received his B.A. 
from Washington State University in 1965 and his J.D. 
from the University of Idaho College of Law in 1968.  
He maintains chambers in Yakima.

Judge James A.  Teilborg was confirmed as a 
district judge for the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Arizona 
on October 3, 2000, and received 
his commission on October 13, 
2000.  He assumed senior status on 
January 30, 2013.  Prior to his 
appointment, Judge Teilborg 

engaged in private practice in Phoenix as a shareholder 
at Teilborg, Sanders and Parks from 1973 to 2000, as a 
partner at Dunn & Teilborg from 1972 to 1973, and as 
an associate at O’Connor, Cavanagh, Anderson, 
Westover, Killingsworth and Beshears from 1967 to 
1972.  Judge Teilborg did undergraduate work at 
Colorado State University and received his J.D. from 
the University of Arizona College of Law in 1966.  He 
served as a lieutenant colonel on the U.S. Air Force 
Reserve from 1974 to 1997 and on the Air National 
Guard from 1966 to 1974.  Judge Teilborg maintains 
chambers in Phoenix.
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Bankruptcy Judge James R. Grube, 71, of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for 
the Northern District of California died on December 1, 2013.  Judge Grube 
was appointed a bankruptcy judge in 1988 and reappointed to a second term in 
2002.  He maintained chambers in San Jose until retiring from the bench in 2006.  
Prior to coming onto the bench, Judge Grube had been a partner at Campeau & 
Grube in San Jose since 1980.  He was a partner at Murray & Grube in Palo Alto, 
California, from 1975 to 1979 and served as an assistant district attorney for the 
City and County of San Francisco from 1970 to 1975.  Judge Grube received his 
B.A. from the University of Santa Clara in 1964 and his J.D. from the University 
of California, Berkeley, Boalt Hall School of Law, in 1967.  Following law school, 
he entered active duty in the U.S. Army and served in Vietnam as a captain in the 
Army’s 11th Light Infantry Brigade from 1968 to 1969.  Judge Grube is survived 
by his wife, Marilyn Morgan, who also served as a bankruptcy judge in the 
Northern District; his daughter, Annelise, and her husband, Rhamy; and stepsons, 
Terry and Mark, and their respective families.

Bankruptcy Judge Ross M. Pyle, 79, of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the 
Southern District of California died on April 23, 2013.  Judge Pyle was appointed 
a bankruptcy judge in 1975 and served as chief bankruptcy judge of the district 
from 1983 to 1985.  He also served on the Ninth Circuit Bankruptcy Appellate 
Panel in 1983.  Judge Pyle was active in the San Diego community and had served 
as a member of the Rotary Club of San Diego since 1975 and as a member of the 
Advisory Board of  Trustees for Boys and Girls Clubs of San Diego, Inc., from 1975 
to 1987.  Judge Pyle received his A.B. from Stanford University in 1955 and his 
J.D. from Stanford Law School in 1958.  Since his admission to the California Bar 
in 1959, he had been an active member of the San Diego County Bar Association, 
where he served as chair of several committees.  Judge Pyle is survived by his wife, 
Cynthia, four children, and 11 grandchildren.

IN MEMORIAM
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Senior District Judge Edward C. Reed, Jr., 88, of the U.S. District Court 
for the District of Nevada, died on June 1, 2013.  Judge Reed was confirmed by 
the Senate on September 25, 1979, and received his commission on September 26, 
1979.  He served as chief judge of the district from 1986 to 1992 and assumed senior 
status on July 15, 1992.  Prior to his appointment, Judge Reed served as special 
deputy attorney general for water rights litigation for the State of Nevada from 1967 
to 1979.  He engaged in private practice in Reno, Nevada, from 1953 to 1979, and 
worked as a tax attorney for Arthur Andersen & Co., in Boston from 1952 to 1953.  
He served in the Army from 1943 to 1946.  Judge Reed received his B.A. from 
the University of Nevada, Reno, in 1949 and his J.D. from Harvard Law School in 
1952.  He is survived by his sons, Edward and John; his daughter, Mary Leon; and six 
grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by another son, William.

Senior District Judge James A. von der Heydt, 94, of the U.S. District 
Court for the District of Alaska, died on December 1, 2013.  Judge von der Heydt 
was confirmed by the Senate on October 20, 1966, and received his commission 
on November 3, 1966.  He served as chief judge of the district from 1973 to 1984 
and assumed senior status on July 15, 1984.  Prior to his appointment, he served as 
presiding judge of the Alaska Superior Court from 1959 to 1966 and represented 
the 2nd District in the Alaska House of Representatives from 1957 to 1959.  Judge 
von der Heydt engaged in private practice in Nome, Alaska Territory, from 1953 
to 1959; as a commissioner of the U.S. District Court for the Alaska Territory in 
1951; and as the U.S. attorney for the territory from 1951 to 1953.  He received 
his B.A. from Albion College in 1942 and his J.D. from Northwestern University 
School of Law in 1951.  Judge von der Heydt is survived by his wife, Verna, and a 
number of nieces and nephews.

IN MEMORIAM continued
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CIRCUIT 
HIGHLIGHTS

Supreme Court Justice Anthony M. Kennedy speaks to clerk’s 
office staff at the Robert  T. Matsui United States Courthouse in 
Sacramento, California.
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JUSTICE O’CONNOR SITS WITH NINTH CIRCUIT

In December, retired United 
States Supreme Court Justice 
Sandra Day O’Connor was back 
on the bench, sitting in Seattle 
with the U.S. Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit.

Justice O’Connor served on a 
three-judge panel hearing oral 
arguments at the William K. 
Nakamura U.S. Courthouse.  
Joining her on the bench were 
Ninth Circuit Judges Richard C. 

Tallman of Seattle, center, who 
presided, and Carlos T. Bea of 
San Francisco.

Justice O’Connor later delivered 
the keynote address to the annual 
meeting of the Federal Bar 
Association of the Western District 
of  Washington.

Justice O’Connor retired from 
active service in 2006.  Since then, 
she has sat by designation on several 
federal appellate courts.  She most 
recently sat with the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals in 2011 at a special 
sitting in Missoula, Montana.

The “Appellate Lawyer 
Representatives’ Ninth Circuit 
Practice Guide,” released in October,  
http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/
AppellateLawyerGuide.pdf 
provides a thorough outline of 

the appellate process and detailed 
information about many of the 
court’s procedures.

The guide was developed by the 
Ninth Circuit’s Appellate Lawyer 
Representatives, a group of highly-
experienced and well-respected 
practitioners appointed by Ninth 
Circuit Chief Judge Alex Kozinski 
to advise the court on procedural 
and other matters.  Anne M. Voigts, 
an assistant U.S. attorney in San 
Francisco, served as lead editor.

Even seasoned appellate 
lawyers may benefit from a new 
publication, which spans 112 pages 
and includes sections on motions 
practice, emergency proceedings, 
brief drafting, oral argument, 
the post-decisional process, 
habeas corpus proceedings, and 

checklists for drafting and filing 
motions and briefs.

Although intended for lawyers, 
the guide also would likely be of 
benefit to academics, journalists, 
students, pro se litigants and others 
interested in the workings of the 
nation’s largest appellate court. 

While not an official court 
publication, the guide was 
developed in consultation with 
court staff and is freely available 
to the public from the court’s 
website: www.ca9.uscourts.gov.

The guide is considered a work in 
progress and its authors welcome 
feedback.  Comments and 
suggestions should be emailed to 
ALRPracticeguide@ca9.uscourts.gov.

APPELLATE LAWYER REPS PRODUCE PRACTICE GUIDE

http://www.ca9.uscourts.gov/
AppellateLawyerGuide.pdf
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In October, the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit convened for the first time 
an all-Alaskan appellate panel.

Circuit Judge Morgan Christen of 
Anchorage, Senior Circuit Judge 
Andrew J. Kleinfeld of Fairbanks, 
and Senior District Judge John 
W. Sedwick, also of Anchorage 
and who sat by designation, heard 
oral arguments on three cases 
on October 11, 2013, at the 
Richard H. Chambers U.S. Court 
of Appeals Building in Pasadena, 
California.

Appellate panels are randomly 
assigned and the all-Alaskan panel 
resulted from the luck of the draw.

“I was deeply honored to have been 
chosen to serve on this court and 
I have the greatest respect for my 
new colleagues.  The opportunity 
to sit with two judges from my 
home state is truly special,” said 
Judge Christen, who felt “…very 
fortunate to be a part of this bit of 
Ninth Circuit history.”

“I think all of us who represent 
Alaska on the federal courts 
consider it an honor and privilege,” 
said Judge Kleinfeld.  “It really feels 
like Alaska is coming into its own 

with this first all-Alaskan panel 
being convened by the court,” 
Judge Kleinfeld added.

Judges Kleinfeld and Christen 
are the second and third Alaskans 
to serve on the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals.  Nominated by 
the first President Bush, Judge 
Kleinfeld came onto the court 
in 1991.  He served as an active 
judge until 2010, when he assumed 
senior status, creating a vacancy 
on the court.  President Obama 
nominated Judge Christen to fill 
the vacancy.  She came onto the 
court in January 2012 and is the 
first woman to represent Alaska on 
the Ninth Circuit bench.

Judge Sedwick has served for more 
than 20 years as a judge of the U.S. 
District Court for the District of 
Alaska.  Also nominated by the first 
President Bush, he was confirmed 
in 1992 and served as chief judge 
of the district from 2002 to 2009.  
He assumed senior status in 2011.

The first Alaskan to sit on the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals 
was the late Honorable Robert 
Boochever, who was nominated by 
President Carter and confirmed 
by the Senate in 1980.  After 
serving as an active judge for six 
years, he assumed senior status in 
1986.  Judge Boochever died in 
2011 at age 94.

NINTH CIRCUIT’S FIRST ALL-ALASKAN 
PANEL MAKES HISTORY

The first all-Alaskan panel includes, from left, Senior Circuit Judge Andrew J. 
Kleinfeld of Fairbanks, and Circuit Judge Morgan Christen and Senior District 
Judge John W. Sedwick, who are both from Anchorage.
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Judges of the United States 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth 
Circuit and the U.S. District 
Court for the Northern District 
of California were recognized 
by the Northern California legal 
community at a gathering in 
March in San Francisco.

More than 400 members of 
the bench and bar attended the 
annual Ninth Circuit Luncheon 
sponsored by the Northern 
District of California Chapter of 
the Federal Bar Association.  The 
event served to introduce judges 
to the bar and share news about 
the courts.  Chief Judge Alex 
Kozinski of the Ninth Circuit 
Court of Appeals and Chief 
District Judge Claudia Wilken 
of the Northern District of 
California were featured speakers.

This was the 35th consecutive 
year in which the luncheon was 
held.  It was started in 1978 at the 
suggestion of an attorney, the late 
G. Joseph Bertain, Jr., who served 
as an assistant U.S. attorney in 

the Northern District and as chair 
of the FBA Northern District of 
California Chapter.

In his remarks, Chief Judge 
Kozinski observed that the Ninth 
Circuit bench continues to be in 
transition with the passing of four 
of its most senior judges in 2012: 
Chief Judge Emeritus James R. 
Browning and Senior Judges Otto 
R. Skopil, Jr., Robert R. Beezer 
and Betty Binns Fletcher.

“We are diminished by their 
absence,” Judge Kozinski said.  
He also noted the passing earlier 
in 2013 of well-known appellate 
attorney Sanford “Sandy” Svetcov, 
who served as the volunteer 
coordinator of the Ninth Circuit’s 
Pro Bono Counsel Program 
for the Northern District of 
California.

The bench losses have been 
balanced somewhat by the 
confirmations of five new judges.
“We have been very fortunate.  I 
just want to express my gratitude 

to the president and to the 
Senate,” said Judge Kozinski, 
singling out California Senator 
Dianne Feinstein in particular.

FEDERAL BAR HONORS NINTH CIRCUIT, NORTHERN 
CALIFORNIA JUDGES

Chief Judge Alex Kozinski, at the 
podium, top, introduces the Ninth 
Circuit’s newest appellate judges, 
from left: Judges Jacqueline H. 
Nguyen, Mary H. Murguia, Morgan 
Christen, Andrew D. Hurwitz, and 
Paul J.  Watford.  Chief District 
Judge Claudia Wilken, above, of the 
Northern District of California 
speaks to audience.



23

The United States Court of Appeals 
for the Ninth Circuit continues 
to be the leader among federal 
courts in using Internet technology 
to increase public access to the 
judicial process.

In December, the nation’s busiest 
federal appellate court began 
providing live video streaming of 
its quarterly en banc proceedings, 
enabling anyone with a sufficiently 
fast Internet connection to watch 
oral arguments live at home, work 
or elsewhere.

It was the first time a federal 
appellate court used its resources 
to deliver live video for general 
viewing over the Internet.  
Broadcast and cable news 
networks have previously provided 
live coverage of Ninth Circuit 
court proceedings, including 
Internet viewing.

Also in December, the court 
revealed plans to test live audio 
streaming of all cases being heard 
by three-judge panels.

In announcing video streaming, 
Ninth Circuit Chief Judge Alex 
Kozinski said the court has a long 
history of using technology to 
make proceedings more accessible 
and transparent.

“Video streaming opens the court’s 
doors ever wider so that more and 
more people can see and hear what 
transpires in the courtroom,” the 
chief judge said.

Although viewership is expected to 
grow slowly, likely audiences include 
lawyers, parties to cases, law school 
students and faculty, news media 
and the general public.  The court 
is working with an outside provider 
to ensure sufficient bandwidth is 
available for satisfactory viewing. 

An 11-judge en banc court is used 
to resolve intra-circuit conflicts 
of law and other legal questions 
considered to be of exceptional 
importance.  Only about 20 cases 
per year receive en banc review.  
The proceedings are held quarterly, 
usually in the James R. Browning 
U.S. Courthouse in San Francisco 
and the Richard H. Chambers 
U.S. Court of Appeals Building in 
Pasadena, California.

Since 2010, the court has video 
streamed en banc proceedings to 
all of its courthouses.  Thus, an en 
banc court convened in Pasadena 
can be observed at the San Francisco 
courthouse, the William K. 
Nakamura U.S. Courthouse 
in Seattle and the Pioneer 
Courthouse in Portland, Oregon.

Considered a technology leader, the 
Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals is 
one of two federal appellate courts to 
allow the news media to use cameras 
in the courtroom.  Since the early 
1990s, Ninth Circuit appellate panels 
have granted 378 media requests for 
still and video photography of often 
high-profile cases.

Since 2003, the court has been using 
its own technology to provide public 
access to digital audio recordings 
of all oral arguments heard at all 
locations on a next-day basis.  Video 
recording capability was later added.  
Today, all 11 courtrooms in the four 
Ninth Circuit courthouses are video 
equipped.  Three courtrooms – one 
each in San Francisco, Pasadena and 
Portland – are equipped with high-
definition video cameras.

Digital files containing audio and 
video recordings of court proceedings 
are available online at http://www.
ca9.uscourts.gov/media/.

INTERNET STREAMING COMES OF AGE 
AT COURT OF APPEALS 


