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SOPHOCLES, ANTIGONE (ANTIGONE’S PLEA TO CREON) (442 B.C.) 
http://www.bartleby.com/8/6/ 

 
PERICLES, FUNERAL ORATION (431 B.C.) 

http://www1.umn.edu/humanrts/education/thucydides.html 
 

PLATO, THE ALLEGORY OF THE CAVE (THE REPUBLIC, BOOK VII) (C. 380 B.C.) 
http://classics.mit.edu/Plato/republic.1.introduction.html 

 
CICERO, FIRST ORATION AGAINST CATILINE (63 B.C.) 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/24967/24967-h/24967-h.htm 
 

MAGNA CARTA (ARTICLES 39 AND 40) (1215) 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/featured_documents/magna_carta/ 

 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, MERCHANT OF VENICE (PORTIA’S SPEECH) (1596-98) 
http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/playmenu.php?WorkID=merchantvenice 

(Act IV, Scene 1, beginning at line 2125) 
 

WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE, JULIUS CAESAR (MARC ANTONY’S FUNERAL ORATION FOR CAESAR) (1599) 
http://www.opensourceshakespeare.org/views/plays/playmenu.php?WorkID=juliuscaesar 

(Act III, Scene 2, beginning at line 1617) 
 

EDMUND BURKE, SPEECH TO THE ELECTORS AT BRISTOL (1774) 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15198/15198-h/15198-h.htm 

 
PATRICK HENRY, SPEECH TO SECOND VIRGINIA CONFERENCE (1775) 

http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/patrick.asp 
 

THOMAS JEFFERSON, THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE (1776) 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/declaration.html 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON, RESIGNATION SPEECH (1783) 
http://gwpapers.virginia.edu/documents/revolution/resignation.html 

PREAMBLE, THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES (1787) 
http://www.archives.gov/exhibits/charters/constitution.html 

FEDERALIST PAPER NO. 1 (1787) 
http://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/fed01.asp 

 
WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, ABOLITION SPEECH (1789) 

http://abolition.e2bn.org/people_24.html 
 

FRIEDRICH SCHILLER, THE MAID OF ORLEANS (PLEA BY JOAN) (1801) 
http://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/6792 

 
DANIEL WEBSTER, SECOND REPLY TO HAYNE (1830) 
http://www.dartmouth.edu/~dwebster/speeches/hayne-speech.html 

 
SOJOURNER TRUTH, AIN’T I A WOMAN? (1851) 
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/sojtruth-woman.asp 

 
HENRY WADSWORTH LONGFELLOW, THE MIDNIGHT RIDE OF PAUL REVERE (1861) 

http://www.bartleby.com/42/789.html 
 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN, THE GETTYSBURG ADDRESS (1863) 
http://www.nps.gov/liho/historyculture/gettysburgaddress.htm 

 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, LETTER TO MRS. BIXBY (1864) 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1864lincoln-bixby.asp 
 

JOHN GREENLEAF WHITTIER, BARBARA FRIETCHIE (1864) 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174751 

 
ABRAHAM LINCOLN, SECOND INAUGURAL ADDRESS (1865) 

http://www.nps.gov/liho/historyculture/secondinaugural.htm 
 

WILLIAM ERNEST HENLEY, INVICTUS (1875) 
http://www.bartleby.com/103/7.html 

 
SUSAN B. ANTHONY, WOMEN’S RIGHT TO THE SUFFRAGE (1873) 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1873anthony.asp 
 

CHIEF JOSEPH, SURRENDER SPEECH (1877) 
http://wilderness.nps.gov/idea46.cfm 
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THE CIVIL RIGHTS CASES (HARLAN, J., DISSENTING) (1883) 
109 U.S. 3 (1883) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0109_0003_ZD.html 

THEODORE ROOSEVELT, DUTIES OF AMERICAN CITIZENSHIP (1883) 
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/primary-resources/tr-citizen/ 

 
MARK TWAIN, HUCKLEBERRY FINN (CHAPTER XXXI: HUCK’S MORAL DILEMMA) (1885) 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/76/76-h/76-h.htm 
 

PLESSY V. FERGUSON (HARLAN, J., DISSENTING) (1896) 
163 U.S. 537 (1896) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0163_0537_ZD.html 
 

EMILE ZOLA, J’ACCUSE (1898) 
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/J'accuse 

 
THEODORE ROOSEVELT, MAN IN THE ARENA (1910) 

http://www.theodore-roosevelt.com/images/research/speeches/maninthearena.pdf 
 

EMMELINE PANKHURST, FREEDOM OR DEATH (1913) 
http://www.guardian.co.uk/greatspeeches/pankhurst/0,,2060104,00.html 

 
JOHN MCCRAE, IN FLANDERS FIELDS (1915) 

http://www.gutenberg.org/files/353/353-h/353-h.htm 
 

ABRAMS V. UNITED STATES (HOLMES, J., DISSENTING) (1919) 
250. U.S. 616 (1919) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0250_0616_ZD.html 
 

ROBERT FROST, THE ROAD NOT TAKEN (1920) 
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173536 

 
CLARENCE DARROW, CLOSING ARGUMENT IN ILLINOIS v. LEOPOLD & LOEB (1924) 

http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/leoploeb/darrowclosing.html 
 

WHITNEY V. CALIFORNIA (BRANDEIS, J., CONCURRING) (1927) 
274 U.S. 357 (1927) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0274_0357_ZC.html 
 

LOU GEHRIG, FAREWELL TO BASEBALL (1939) 
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/lougehrigfarewelltobaseball.htm 

 
THE GREAT DICTATOR (FILM: CHAPLIN’S SPEECH DECLINING THE DICTATORSHIP) (1940) 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechthegreatdictator.html 
 
Disclaimer: The Ninth Circuit Library has provided the links here for your convenience. We take no responsibility for 
and exercise no control over the organizations, views, accuracy, copyright or  trademark compliance,  or legality 
contained on these sites. The contents of these sites do not necessarily reflect the opinions, standards, or policies of the 
United States Courts. 
 
Some of the items are covered by copyright and are not available online. These items, and print editions of all the items, 
are available at your local library. 

 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0109_0003_ZD.html
http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/primary-resources/tr-citizen/
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/76/76-h/76-h.htm
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0163_0537_ZD.html
http://en.wikisource.org/wiki/J'accuse
http://www.theodore-roosevelt.com/images/research/speeches/maninthearena.pdf
http://www.guardian.co.uk/greatspeeches/pankhurst/0,,2060104,00.html
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/353/353-h/353-h.htm
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0250_0616_ZD.html
http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/173536
http://law2.umkc.edu/faculty/projects/ftrials/leoploeb/darrowclosing.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0274_0357_ZC.html
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/lougehrigfarewelltobaseball.htm
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/MovieSpeeches/moviespeechthegreatdictator.html


 UNDERSTANDING FREEDOM’S HERITAGE 4 
 

WINSTON CHURCHILL, WE SHALL FIGHT ON THE BEACHES (1940) 
http://www.winstonchurchill.org/learn/speeches/speeches-of-winston-churchill/128-we-shall-fight-on-the-beaches 

WINSTON CHURCHILL, THEIR FINEST HOUR (1940) 
http://www.fordham.edu/Halsall/mod/1940churchill-finest.asp 

 
FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT, THE FOUR FREEDOMS (1941) 

http://www.fdrlibrary.marist.edu/fourfreedoms 
 

JOHN GILLESPIE MAGEE, HIGH FLIGHT (1941) 
http://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/factsheets/factsheet.asp?id=1349 

 
FRANKLIN DELANO ROOSEVELT, PEARL HARBOR ADDRESS (1941) 

http://www.archives.gov/historical-docs/document.html?doc=15 

GHANDI, QUIT INDIA (1942) 
http://www.mkgandhi.org/speeches/qui.htm 

KOREMATSU V. UNITED STATES (MURPHY, J., DISSENTING) (1944) 
323 U.S. 214 (1944) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0323_0214_ZD1.html 
 

MARTIN NIEMÖLLER, FIRST THEY CAME (1946) 
http://www.ushmm.org/wlc/en/article.php?ModuleId=10007392 

 
JAWAHARLAL NEHRU, TRYST WITH DESTINY (1947) 

http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1947nehru1.asp 
 

GEORGE ORWELL, 1984 (1948) 
 

WILLIAM FAULKNER, ACCEPTANCE OF NOBEL PRIZE (1950) 
http://www.nobelprize.org/nobel_prizes/literature/laureates/1949/faulkner-speech.html 

 
WHITTAKER CHAMBERS, WITNESS (PREFACE) (1952) 

 
BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION (1954) 

347 U.S. 483 (1954) 
http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0347_0483_ZO.html 

 
FRIEDRICH DÜRRENMATT, THE VISIT (1956) 

 
12 ANGRY MEN (FILM) (1957) 
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DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER, FAREWELL ADDRESS (1961) 
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=90&page=transcript 

 
JOHN F. KENNEDY, INAUGURAL ADDRESS (1961) 

http://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?doc=91&page=transcript 
 

TO KILL A MOCKINGBIRD (FILM: GREGORY PECK’S CLOSING ARGUMENT TO THE JURY) (1962) 
 

ALEKSANDR SOLZHENITSYN, ONE DAY IN THE LIFE OF IVAN DENISOVICH (1962) 
 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., I HAVE A DREAM (1963) 
http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/encyclopedia/documentsentry/doc_august_28_1963_i_have_a_dream/ 

 
MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., LETTER FROM BIRMINGHAM JAIL (1963) 

http://mlk-kpp01.stanford.edu/index.php/resources/article/annotated_letter_from_birmingham/ 
 

DON MCLEAN, AMERICAN PIE (SONG) (1971) 
http://www.don-mclean.com/viewsong.asp?id=89 

MICHAEL CRICHTON, THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY (PREFACE) (1975) 

RONALD REAGAN, THE BOYS OF POINTE DU HOC (1984) 
http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/archives/speeches/1984/60684a.htm 

 
RONALD REAGAN, SPEECH AT BERLIN WALL (1987) 

http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/archives/speeches/1987/061287d.htm 
 

TEXAS V. JOHNSON (KENNEDY, J., CONCURRING) (1989) 
491 U.S. 397 (1989) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/historics/USSC_CR_0491_0397_ZC.html 
 

A FEW GOOD MEN (FILM: TOM CRUISE’S DIRECT EXAMINATION OF JACK NICHOLSON) (1992) 
 

SHAWSHANK REDEMPTION (FILM: MOZART DUET INSPIRES PRISONERS) (1994) 
 

LEGALLY BLONDE (FILM: REESE WITHERSPOON’S COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS) (2001) 
 

LAWRENCE V. TEXAS (2003) 
539 U.S. 558 (2003) 

http://www.law.cornell.edu/supct/html/02-102.ZS.html 
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