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Brandon Ward appeals the district court’s ruling to run his sentence on
Count II consecutively under 18 U.S.C. § 1028A and in accordance with United

States v. Gonzalez, 520 U.S. 1, 10 (1997). We agree that the district court has no
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discretion under § 1028A, and it must run the federal and state sentences
consecutively. 18 U.S.C. § 1028A(b)(2). The Aggravated Identity Theft statute,
18 U.S.C.§ 1028A(b)(2), requires a consecutive sentence. The district court was
correct in this regard.

Ward also argues that his appellate waiver is not applicable. We decline to
dismiss the appeal on the basis of the appeal waiver and instead affirm on the
merits. See United States v. Jacobo Castillo, 496 F.3d 947, 957 (9th Cir. 2007) (en
banc).

AFFIRMED.
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