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Jose Darwin Quintanilla (““Quintanilla”), a native and citizen of El Salvador,
petitions for review of the Board of Immigration Appeals’ (“BIA”) denial of his
application for deferral of removal under the Convention Against Torture
(“CAT”).! We have jurisdiction under 8 U.S.C. § 1252 and deny the petition.

1. Substantial evidence supports the BIA’s determination that
Quintanilla did not establish a reasonable likelihood of torture if removed to El
Salvador. See Maldonado v. Lynch, 786 F.3d 1155, 1164 (9th Cir. 2015). The
alleged reasons for the beatings Quintanilla suffered in his youth—his refusal to
join a gang and suspicion that he was a gang member—do not suggest that his
prior assailants have any motive to torture him if he returns to El Salvador,
especially considering that Quintanilla lived with his father unharmed for some
time. The BIA also reasonably found Quintanilla can relocate to avoid harm by the
gangs and that the country conditions do not compel the conclusion that
Quintanilla would be tortured for refusing to join the gangs and living in El
Salvador. See 8 C.F.R. § 1208.16(c)(3)

2. Substantial evidence also supports the BIA’s determination that
Quintanilla did not establish that the police would acquiesce to any inflicted torture

by gang members. See Garcia-Milian v. Holder, 755 F.3d 1026, 1034-35 (9th Cir.

! Because the parties are familiar with the facts, we restate only those necessary to
explain our decision.



2014). The police investigated the murder by gang members of Quintanilla’s uncle
and, generally, police and the Salvadoran government are attempting to control the
criminal gangs in El Salvador. Accordingly, Quintanilla has not carried his burden
of showing that the government would torture him or acquiesce in his torture.

PETITION DENIED.



