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Defendant-Appellant Lonnie Eugene Lillard appeals the district court’s

denial of his second compassionate release motion pursuant to 18 U.S.C. §
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3582(c)(1)(A)(1). We have jurisdiction under 28 U.S.C. § 1291. Reviewing for
abuse of discretion, United States v. Keller, 2 F.4th 1278, 1281 (9th Cir. 2021) (per
curiam), we affirm.

The district court denied Lillard’s motion on the ground that the sentencing
factors set forth in 18 U.S.C. § 3553(a) did not warrant Lillard’s requested relief.
The district court thus declined to consider whether Lillard’s motion set forth
“extraordinary and compelling reasons” warranting his release. See 18 U.S.C. §
3582(c)(1)(A)(1).

Lillard’s sole claim on appeal is that § 3582(c)(1)(A)(1) required the district
court to determine whether “extraordinary and compelling reasons” existed before
denying his motion based on the § 3553(a) factors. That argument is now
foreclosed. See Keller, 2 F.4th at 1284 (“As the government correctly argues,
although a district court must perform this sequential inquiry before it grants
compassionate release, a district court that properly denies compassionate release

need not evaluate each step.”).

AFFIRMED.



