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Nelson Sosa-Guardado, a native and citizen of El Salvador, petitions pro se 

for review of the Board of Immigration Appeals’ (“BIA”) order dismissing his 

appeal from an immigration judge’s decision denying his application for asylum 

and withholding of removal. We have jurisdiction under 8 U.S.C. § 1252. We 
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dismiss in part and deny in part the petition for review. 

In his opening brief, Sosa-Guardado does not raise, and therefore waives, 

any challenge to the dispositive grounds relied on by the agency in denying his 

claims for asylum and withholding of removal.  See Lopez-Vasquez v. Holder, 706 

F.3d 1072, 1079-80 (9th Cir. 2013) (issues not specifically raised and argued in an 

opening brief are waived). 

We do not reach Sosa-Guardado’s contentions concerning the cognizability 

of his proposed particular social group because the agency did not deny relief on 

this ground.  See Najmabadi v. Holder, 597 F.3d 983, 986 (9th Cir. 2010) (the 

court’s review is limited to the actual grounds relied upon by the BIA). 

To the extent Sosa-Guardado contends the agency violated his right to due 

process, we reject his contentions as unsupported by the record.  

PETITION FOR REVIEW DISMISSED in part; DENIED in part. 


